
As we persevere through a new year, we  
reflect on 2020. COVID-19 has reshaped our 
world. We have all experienced personal loss. 
The most vulnerable in our society have been 
most impacted by this crisis. Like always, 
Catholic Charities has persevered on.  

Our board of trustees, employees, volunteers 
and benefactors have been beacons of hope 
throughout this most challenging year.  

It is always difficult to find the words in how 
we can best express our gratitude for the truly 
humbling way you have supported Catholic 
Charities. We cannot thank you enough your 
support during this unprecedented time.  
Together, and in spite of a global pandemic, 
we accomplished some amazing things: 

• In August of 2019, we experienced a devas-
tating fire at Straight and Narrow in Paterson. 
Thanks to the bravery of first responders,  
all lives were saved and no one was hurt.  
We relocated those being treated at the  
destroyed facility, and throughout 2020 have 
begun to plan for the future. The overarching 
goal is to establish a comprehensive campus 
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In this Issue:
It is with great sadness that we share the 
passing of Msgr. Mark Giordani. Beloved  
by the people of Paterson, dear friend and 
supporter of Catholic Charities. 

"It is with a heavy heart that I share with you 
the sad news that our beloved Msgr. Giordani, 
Padre Mark, went home to God today. After  
so many years of suffering he is now in peace 
with the Lord, who was the center and love of 
his life. Even if you had never gotten to know 
Padre Mark, you have received the fruits of his 
labor as he is the one who has formed St. 
John’s into the loving, faith, and caring family 
that we are. His courageous fight against his 
cancer, always trusting in God’s will, will  
continue to be an example to all of us as to 
the sacredness and value of all human life. He 
was our shepherd, our mentor, our priest, and 
our friend. Rest in peace my brother as you 
will live on in all of our hearts," said Msgr. Geno 
Sylva, Rector of St. John the Baptist Cathedral.  

Msgr. Giordani’s entire time as a priest in active 
ministry was spent in the city of Paterson. 

His first assignment was at Our Lady of Lourdes 
(OLL) and then at St. Gerard Majella Parish  
before being named rector of the  
Diocese’s Cathedral. 

 

Remembering Monsignor Mark Giordani
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Nurses from Straight and Narrow, Monsignor Wall  
Center in Paramus, provide help and create hope for 
those in recovery. 

Monsignor Mark Giordani 
Always in our Hearts
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Contribute to our Events:  
         Though our live events have been 

cancelled since the start of the pan-
demic, we are hoping to bring back 
our outdoor events in the summer of 
2021, starting with our Wiegand Farm 
Golf Classic and NJ Army Tank Pull in 
June. We would love to see you there!  

Donate Your Car:  
                            Donate your car, truck, motorcycle, 

RV, or boat and we'll reach out to you 
to arrange the pick-up of your vehicle 
donation, at no cost to you. You  
may qualify for a tax deduction  
while supporting a cause that is  
near and dear to your heart!  
Visit www.cccars.org for more  
information.   

Donate Clothing:  
       Support individuals in need and  

help raise needed funds for Catholic 
Charities, Diocese of Paterson, by  
donating your used clothing.  
Visit www.ccpaterson.org/clothes  
for more information.   

Donate Food:  
       Catholic Charities 3 food pantries:  

- Fr. English Center in Paterson  
- Hope House in Dover; and  
- PSS in Franklin are giving out more 
food than any time in our 80 year  
history. Donate nonperishable foods 
and make a lasting impact by visiting  
www.ccpaterson.org/food   

Email info@ccpaterson.org or call (973) 944-5543 
for more information on how you can get involved.  
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Dear Catholic Charities Friends, Volunteers and Supporters,   

Thanksgiving, Christmas and the holidays are a joyous time for most. A time to spend with family and give thanks 
to God for the blessings in your life. We are so proud of the heartfelt effort that our staff team always puts forth, 
especially during this time of year and through COVID-19. For some of our service recipients, Catholic  
Charities employees are the only family they have.    

During the Christmas Season of 2020, Catholic Charities gave out over 10,000 presents and thousands of bags of 
food, despite challenging circumstances in the midst of a global pandemic.     

We would like to thank the many individuals who gave to Catholic Charities during the Christmas Season.  
Due to COVID-19, we are helping more people than any time in our 80-year history. We thank everyone who  
has answered the call during this challenging time.    

As we look towards the rest of 2021, and the future of Catholic Charities, we see light at the end of the tunnel.  
 A tunnel that we have persevered through thanks to the love and generosity of others.   

Please continue to keep the Catholic Charities Family in your prayers and remember we are always here to help 
you or a friend in need. 

Sincerely,   
 The Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson Executive Team 

In addition to making a monetary contribution to support our important ministry, there are many other 
ways you can help Catholic Charities throughout the year.  



A motorcycle enthusiast, Msgr. Giordani formed the Christian Riders 
Motorcycle Club while at OLL and celebrated Mass on Main Street in 
front of the cathedral every May. 

Msgr. Giordani has served as chaplain for the Port Authority, Paterson 
Police Department, Passaic County Sheriff’s Department, Passaic 
County Jail and Passaic County Prosecutor’s Office. During the Sept. 
11, 2001 attacks, he was a prominent figure at Ground Zero during 
the recovery efforts. 

Msgr. Giordani is known for his love of the poor and his tireless work 
in the City of Paterson. His dedication and love for those served at 
Catholic Charities is unmatched. He has supported each of the  
3 agencies of Catholic Charities throughout the last 6 decades.  

A friend to Catholic Family and Community Services, notably the  
Fr. English Food Pantry, Msgr. Giordani was always present to lend a 
hand and spiritual guidance to the food insecure of Paterson. 

Msgr. Giordani's relationship with the Department for Persons with  
Disabilities flourished in recent years, as his niece Phyllis, is a proud 
resident of one of DPD's group homes.  Msgr. Giordani was compas-
sionate towards individuals in recovery, working closely with 
Straight and Narrow.  In 2018, Monsignor Giordani's loving family  
led by the Moglia Family Foundation,  presented the largest gift  
ever given to Catholic Charities to renovate an interior space at  
380 Straight Street — renamed The Msgr. Mark Giordani Center —  
which houses Straight & Narrow’s residential treatment for men  
and women and its detox hospital unit. 

He was honored by Catholic Charities with our Caritas Award for  
Advocacy in 2014 and recognized last year by the Department for 
Persons with Disabilities with a Jimmie Murray Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Monsignor Mark's legacy will continue to live on through the 
impact he has made. 

"The Catholic Charities' family is broken-hearted over the loss of 
Monsignor Mark Giordani. He was a neighbor, friend, supporter,  
advocate, spiritual leader, 
and mentor. He was  
always there when we 
needed him. Beloved in 
the city of Paterson, and 
by all who knew him, we 
will forever cherish his 
memory. We know that  
he is continuing to look 
after us from heaven,"  
said Scott Milliken, 
Catholic Charities, CEO. 
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Remembering Monsignor Mark Giordani cont’d

2020 Year in Review cont’d

continued on pg 4

In August, Bishop Sweeney presented Straight and Narrow with a check for over 
$319,000.  This was raised from last year's Bishop's Annual Appeal and is being used 
to help rebuild Straight and Narrow's building at 410 Straight Street in Paterson. 

Monsignor Mark receiving a standing ovation at the 2019 Caritas gala.

Monsignor Mark with his niece, Phyllis at the 2020 Murray House Dinner Dance. 
Here, he received a Lifetime Achievement award.

like setting to best accommodate our daily client and operational 
needs. We hope to rebuild or create the 50 bed male halfway house, 
warehouse space, clinical office space, pastoral care services and  
related multi-purpose room, a medical inpatient withdrawal  
management unit, admissions department, outpatient treatment 
services and food services center. On August 7th, Bishop Sweeney 
presented Catholic Charities with $319,000 check towards rebuild-
ing costs, made possible through the Bishops Annual Appeal. While 
COVID-19 has impacted some of our rebuilding efforts, we hope  
to host a ground-breaking event in the summer of 2021.   

• Our 2020 began in celebration of the people we serve and those 
who make a difference in their lives. In January, we held our Dunk  
for Disabilities Fundraiser at Jefferson Township High School, a night 
in which young people celebrate all abilities. Later, we celebrated 
the Feast of the 3 Kings, giving back to those in our Youth at Risk  
Program. Large-scale events held later in the year including our  
Veterans Stakeholders Breakfast, Wiegand Farm Golf Classic, Caritas 
Gala and Memorial Mass, were all transitioned to a virtual format.  



We have had to 
adapt our services  
to help those most  

vulnerable. Here, an  
individual from our 

Senior Activities  
Program receives a 

delivery of food 
from our food 

pantries. 

Scott Milliken, 
Catholic Charities 
CEO at a food  
distribution event in 
Paterson. Catholic 
Charities' food 
pantries are helping 
more people than 
any time in their  
80-year history  
due to the financial 
ramifications of 
COVID-19. 
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Year in Review cont’d

• Martin Luther King Jr. once said “faith is taking the  
first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase.”  
2020 was a year in which social and racial justice issues 
were brought to the forefront. At Catholic Charities,  
Paterson, we worked alongside Catholic Charities USA 
to create a Justice Committee; a board reporting  
committee consisting of board members and staff  
to discuss issues of inequality and create actionable 
items for change. 

• The Department for Persons with Disabilities Fight  
for the Right Group remained hard at work to support 
those in need. Fight for the Right is DPD’s community 
service group who happens to consist of individuals 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Early  
in the year he group supported Benny’s Bodega to  
provide basic necessities to families struggling to get 
by and worked alongside Senator Kristin Corrado in a 
Socks for Soldiers event supporting Veterans. They also 
made a presentation and sent thank you letters & cards 
to those working tirelessly during the pandemic, made 
a "Stop the Spread" photo collage that was aired during 
one of Governor Phil Murphy's briefings, created post 
cards to honor the veterans that visit the Catholic 

Charities, Diocese of Paterson's Veterans Clothing  
Closets and donated Thanksgiving food to our food 
pantries. The Fight for the Right Group ended their year 
making cards and ornaments for the nursing home  
residents of Compassionate Care Hospice. Through 
COVID-19, the group stayed engaged with admirable 
projects from home. Thank you to volunteer Jenn  
Minervino for her guidance and support. In June, the 
group was honored by the Morris County Chamber of 
Commerce with a Not-For-Profit Excellence Award at 
their annual conference. 

• 1,000 guests joined the Murray Family and the  
Department for Persons with Disabilities Family at the 
50th Annual Murray House Dinner Dance held on Feb-
ruary 16th at the Brownstone. This event was one of the 
largest nonprofit galas ever held at this venue, and the 
largest event in Catholic Charities, Paterson history.  

•  Through 2020, we continued to strengthen our  
partnership with Catholic Charities USA. In February, 
Catholic Charities USA Vice President Brian Corbin  
visited Paterson to lead our organization in a strategic 
planning session. This was the first of such planning 
sessions, that brought leadership from all of our  
programs and each of our 3 agencies together.  
This session will help guide the future of Catholic  
Charities as we strive to help more of our sisters and 
brothers in need.  

• In March, we were featured on PBS’ One on One with 
Steve Adubato, alongside the Summit Medical Group 
Foundation and the Community Foodbank of New  
Jersey. Throughout the year, we were also highlighted 
on NBC News 4 New York, NJ.com, News 12 New Jersey, 
the National Catholic Reporter, Telemundo, Univision, 
America Magazine, and have been mentioned twice by 
Governor Phil Murphy at his daily press conference.  

•  Then in March our world suddenly changed, as  
COVID-19 entered our country, state and communities.  
Catholic Charities never closed. Our doors remained 
open to help those most vulnerable. Our brave staff 
were on the front lines to provide help and create hope 
for those most in need: 

“Spread love  

everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever  

come to you without 

leaving happier.”  

St. Mother Teresa  

of Calcutta

In January of 2020, Jefferson Township High School hosted their  
annual Dunk for Disabilities fundraiser supporting the Department 
for Persons with Disabilities. Catholic Charities live events have been 
postponed, cancelled, or transitioned to a virtual format since March.



Christmas Bright at Catholic Charities
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Year in Review cont’d

We are grateful to the many who gave back this Christmas Season despite unprecedented  
circumstances Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson is proud to provide help and create hope 
for thousands of people in need throughout the year, especially during the Christmas Season.   

This Christmas Season was the most unusual in recent memory, as the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to impact us all.  Despite many challenges, over 5,000 presents were handed out to 
children, families and individuals in need. This is in addition to hundreds of hours of volunteer 
service and thousands of pounds of food contributed to Catholic Charities.   

Individuals, service groups, parishes from throughout the Diocese of Paterson and  
beyond, local businesses and many others gave back to Catholic Charities during this special 
time of year.  

“I am very blessed and was happy to give back through donations of food and toys this 
Christmas Season. The individuals who come to my business were uplifted to help those at 
Catholic Charities and responded generously to our outreach,” said Giorgio Biancamano, 
owner of Blue 42 in Elmwood Park.  

Santa gets a temperature check at Catholic  
Charities, Department for Persons with Disabilities 
(DPD) Wiegand Farm in Oak Ridge. Santa greeted 
the individuals who live at DPD via a drive through 
celebration. Only in 2020! 

continued on pg 6

— We experienced personal losses, including family members of 
employees, volunteers, and friends. Beloved Department for Persons 
with Disabilities volunteer, Martin Addison died on April 29th at just  
44 years old. We continue to pray for Martin’s family and all of those 
impacted by COVID-19.  

— We have worked to keep our service recipients and staff safe at 
our residential programs and inpatient rehabilitation facilities. We 
have tested regularly, practiced social distancing, enhanced and  
increased cleaning protocols, and have set up quarantine sites.  
This battle is far from over, and we will continue to be diligent.  

— We have also helped more people than ever before in our 80-year 
history. We have given out over 1.5 million pounds of food and over 
$2.5 million in emergency support to those most in need. In Novem-
ber, we helped more people than any other month before, giving 
out food to 26,500 children, women and men.  

— Individual donors, foundations, and businesses helped raise over 
$500,000 for COVID-19 relief to purchase PPE, give out food, provide 
emergency support and help our programs adapt to a changing 
world.  

— We have pivoted many of our programs to provide support safely, 
efficiently and to help more of our sisters and brothers in need.  
Non-essential staff have been working in a hybrid fashion, our food 
pantries have delivered food to seniors and those who are home-
bound, our Early Learning programs, at-risk youth programs, and 
DPD Gruenert Center are virtual, and we have worked with our 
Catholic Charities partners from around the state to provide crisis 
counseling to those emotionally impacted by this pandemic.  

• On July 1st, Bishop Kevin J. Sweeney was ordained as the 8th  
Bishop of Paterson. We were proud to welcome Bishop Sweeney 
with open arms and give thanks to Bishop Emeritus Serratelli for his 
many years of leadership. Bishop Sweeney has been kind, active and 
involved with Catholic Charities, visiting nearly all of our programs, 
meeting many of our staff and service recipients, and attending our 
board meetings.  

• On August 26th, the campus at the Governor Paterson Towers was 
renamed the Rev. Msgr. Herbert K. Tillyer Campus for Senior Living.  
Monsignor Tillyer is our current Board President and the only person 
to serve on the board for each of our 3 agencies. The Governor  
Paterson Towers provide support for senior citizens, many of whom 
are assisted by Catholic Charities.  

• Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson, continues to offer our sup-
port to our sisters and brothers from around the country. In Septem-
ber, upon hearing about the devastation in Louisiana due to 
Hurricane Laura, we sent 4 staff members to Catholic Charities  
of Southwest Louisiana to lend a helping hand with recovery efforts.  

• Over Thanksgiving and Christmas, we helped feed over 7,000 fami-
lies and gave out over 5,000 gifts, mostly to children. We are thankful 
and appreciative to the many who gave to make this possible!   

Thank you for helping us provide help and create hope for those 
most in need. We are looking forward to a 2021 filled with healing, 
growth, and impact. We wish you a happy and healthy New Year!   

In September, upon hearing about the devastation in Louisiana due to Hurricane 
Laura, Catholic Charities sent 4 staff members to Catholic Charities of Southwest 
Louisiana to lend a helping hand with recovery effort.
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Actions speak  

louder than words; 

let your words  

teach and your  

actions speak. 

St. Anthony  

of Padua

Christmas Bright at Catholic Charities cont’d
While some groups were 
able to support the organi-
zation as they normally do, 
others had to pivot to follow 
COVID-19 safety measures. 
“Christmas during the  
Covid-19 pandemic has 
been anything but ordinary. 
Extraordinary times call for 
creative thinking and plan-
ning. This year the Delbarton 
family compiled toys into  
individual, bright red Santa 
sacks, tied up in white ribbon 
with the name of each child, 
family and program for our 
preschools. It was an amazing 
act of kindness and ingenu-
ity,” said Sr. Maureen Sullivan 
Pastoral Care Director for 
Catholic Family and  
Community Services.  

“We continue to work diligently to keep the individuals 
who live in our group homes and supervised apart-
ments safe.  This Christmas Season, the residents of  
the Department for Persons with Disabilities had many 
celebrations within their group homes with their  
fellow housemates and staff, in place of any large  
scale gatherings. We continue to find unique ways to 
engage the people we serve and during the Christmas 
Season we held several celebrations via video confer-
ence and even welcomed Santa via a drive-through 
visit!” said Joanna Miller, Executive Director of the  
Department for Persons with Disabilities.  

Here are some of the acts of kindness that were offered 
to Catholic Charities during this Christmas Season:  

• For decades, each of Catholic Charities 3 agencies 
held separate employee Christmas celebrations. This 
year, the executive team planned to have their first  
unified celebration, but COVID-19 threw a wrench into 
those plans. Led by the Human Resource department, 
& the executive leadership of Catholic Charities  
of Paterson, they kicked off the first ever Virtual 
Christmas party on 12/11, welcoming staff  
across the entire organization.  

• Each November, Catholic Charities Trustee, 
Katherine M. (Karen) Lordi hosts a Christmas  
Concert to benefit Catholic Family & Community 
Services at-risk youth programs.  Over the past 
four and a half decades, the Lordi Christmas  
Concert has raised approximately $500,000 to 
support various youth programs at Catholic  
Charities. This year, in lieu of an in-person  

concert, an appeal 
was held, with CDs 
sent to longtime  
supporters.  

• Catholic Family and 
Community Services’ 
Christmas Blessings 
Project is a massive  
undertaking that 
begins in October 
with over 20 parishes 
and 7 community 
schools/agencies.  
Kind donors con-
tributed over 1,600 
gifts to children, 
adults and seniors 
participating in CFCS’ 
programs. This year, 
Catholic Charities 
provided gifts with 
some changes.  

Most of the gifts in 2020 were gift cards due to safety, 
limited space and limited volunteers. Members of the 
Christmas Blessings committee sorted thepresents/ 
gift cards and assured there were enough for the  
many we serve.  

• DPD Barnet House in Pompton Lakes was visited by  
a group of Christmas angels on December 21st, includ-
ing students from the DePaul High School Football 
program, Immaculate Heart Academy, Don Bosco Prep, 
and the College of Holy Cross. The angels, led by long-
time DPD volunteer, Diane Macchia-Hanson brought 
gifts, treats, and sang carols outside of the home.  

Giuliana Hushon from St. Vincent Martyr in Madison motivated her  
girl scout troop to donate art supplies and snacks for students in our 
Early Learning Programs. The snack bags come with heartwarming, 
hand drawn Christmas cards for the children. Luz Lenti, Family Worker, 
is pictured with a small sample of items that will go a long way in  
supporting student development during remote learning.

A minivan packed front to back with gifts, filled with toys from  
St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Butler. These toys supported children 
in Catholic Charities 5 Early Learning Programs in Paterson.   



Christmas Bright at Catholic Charities cont’d
• The massive Delbarton High School Christmas giving endeavor 
was held to benefit children in Catholic Charities Early Learning 
programs. Volunteers and service recipients remained socially  
distant to spread joy while staying safe.  

• The Department for Persons with Disabilities Fight for the Right 
Community Service Group continues to help those in need while 
apart. The group led by volunteers Jenn Minervino and Anna  
Philhower held a gift drive for individuals in nursing homes and 
also provided gifts for the DPD group members.   

• The Parish Family of St. John Vianney, Stockholm; and St. Thomas 
the Apostle, Oak Ridge, led by Pastor Fr. Ben Williams, purchased 
and gift wrapped presents for all of the individuals served by the 
Department for Persons with Disabilities (DPD).  

• Knights of Columbus Councils, #5563, Vernon; #6320, Succasunna; 
#7784 Newton; and #5510 Oak Ridge, purchased presents or gift 
cards for the Department for Persons with Disabilities Group 
Homes.  

• Knights of Columbus Council #6320, Succasunna also collected 
an 11th load of donations (since the start of the pandemic) of 225 
pounds of non-perishable food, personal care and cleaning items 
for Catholic Charities Food Pantries. 

• Each year, the Bishop of the Diocese of Paterson hosts a Christmas 
Eve Mass at Straight and Narrow for those receiving inpatient  
rehabilitation services. Bishop Kevin Sweeney looked to continue 
that tradition, but instead recorded a Christmas blessing that was 
broadcast across the agency.  

• Santa Claus visited the Department for Persons with Disabilities 
Wiegand Farm in Oak Ridge. Santa typically visits the residents of 
DPD’s group homes at the agency’s annual Christmas party, but  
this year welcomed the programs in a drive-through setting.  

• The Daly, Norz, and Bohn families of Jefferson Township purchased 
gifts/gift cards for all of the individuals served at the Department for 
Persons with Disabilities. The gifts were dropped off and distributed 
directly to DPD group homes.  

• For the second year, Holiday Hope NYC, a grass roots nonprofit  
organization purchased large scale gift items for DPD’s residential 
programs including furniture, exercise equipment and televisions.  

• Our 3 Food Pantries were able to provide over 2,000 individuals  
or families with food, including turkeys and chickens for Christmas  
dinner. This food is made possible through donations by individuals, 
service groups, and businesses. November was Catholic Charities 
biggest month in our 80 year history serving over 26,000 people.  
We have continued to feed the hungry at a rapid pace through 
December.  

• Officer Steve Beneventine with help from the Passaic County  
Sheriffs Department and from the staff and Recruits from the Passaic 
County Police Academy donated brand new toys for children  
assisted at our Fr. English Food Pantry, just in time for Christmas. 

• Local businesses gave back to those most in need, including Blue 
42 Restaurant in Elmwood Park, led by owner Giorgio Biancamano.  
The restaurant held a Christmas toy and food drive for children 
served by the Father English Center in Paterson. 

• Several individuals and community groups held fund drives to sup-
port Catholic Charities including the DePaul Alumni Class of 1999 
and the Rockaway River Country Club Women’s Golf Association.  

• Giuliana Hushon and her Girl Scout Troop from St. Vincent Martyr 
Parish donated art supplies and snacks for the students in our Early 
Learning Programs. The snack bags come with heartwarming, hand 
drawn Christmas cards for the children. 

• Knights of Columbus, Wyckoff #13678 dropped off over 375 winter 
coats to be given out at our Fr. English Center in Paterson. They and 
other Knights Councils will help keep individuals in need warm this 
winter through their annual Coats for Kids Drives.  

• The Palmer and Scheid Families along with several kind individuals 
helped purchased Christmas gifts for several families helped by 
Catholic Charities who have fallen on challenging times.  

• Karen Abrams and her family purchased and handed out 60 hot,  
4 course meals, catered by Corrado's Family Affair and cookies do-
nated by Lisa's Treats for Pups & Peeps. Catholic Charities’ volunteers 
and Karen’s family placed boxes of meals in cars as they drove up. 
Meals were also delivered those who don’t have a vehicle or couldn’t 
make it to Paterson. These meals benefited families in our Youth at 
Risk Programs.  

• The Beacon Sharing Fund, the Catholic Charities Happiness Tree 
Appeal and other year-end Christmas giving endeavors have helped 
raise over $95,000 to date for Catholic Charities this Christmas  
Season.  

“The birth of Christ brings us great joy. Thousands of individuals  
volunteered, donated to or supported Catholic Charities this  
Christmas Season; a true sign of God’s love for all! On behalf of all  
of those helped at Catholic Charities, thank you to everyone who 
thought of us during this special time of year” said Scott Milliken, 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson, Chief Executive Officer.    

 

Department for Persons with Disabilities Volunteer Dianne Macchia Hanson visited 
Barnet House just before Christmas and spread cheer along with students from the 
DePaul High School Football program, Immaculate Heart Academy, Don Bosco 
Prep, and the College of the Holy Cross. 
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“Darkness cannot 

drive out darkness; 

only light can do 

that. Hate cannot 

drive out hate;  

only love can  

do that. 

Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. 

www.ccpaterson.org

Rev. Msgr.  
William Naughton 

Pastoral Care Department 
Straight and Narrow 

201-259-1540

Lori Flynn 
Director of Pastoral Care 
Department for Persons 

with Disabilities 
(973) 406-1103

Sr. Maureen Sullivan 
Dir. of Pastoral Ministry  

& Volunteers, CFCS 
 973-279-7100 ext. 2203

VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS
We are looking for devoted volunteers 

who would like to make a difference in 

the lives of those in need. To learn more 

about our volunteer opportunities  

at any of our agencies, please email 

info@ccpaterson.org or call any of  

one of our volunteer coordinators.

PROVIDING HELP - VOLUNTEER NEWS

Please join us in congratulating both Tom and Pat  
Barrett on their retirements!   

For 50 years, both Tom and Pat Barrett have been  
involved with Catholic Charities. Both had their start as  
Department for Persons with Disabilities, Murray House 
volunteers in the early 1970's. Murray House was DPD’s 
first group home for adults with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities and is the longest running group 
home in all of New Jersey.   

In 1982, Tom was appointed Executive Director of the 
Department for Persons with Disabilities helping the 
agency reach new heights. Later he served for 5 years 
as the Chief Operating Officer of the Diocese of Pater-
son.  

Pat is retiring after years of service to those with special 
needs. Pat most recently served as the Department's 
Director of Pastoral Care, running our People Need 
Friends Volunteer Program and spiritual support serv-
ices. Lori Flynn was recently hired as Pat’s replacement.  

Both Tom and Pat plan to remain involved with the  
organization, Pat as a DPD volunteer and Tom as a 
member of Catholic Charities' Board of Trustees.  

Tom and Pat have left a lasting impact on our  
entire organization  
and we wish them 
a retirement filled 
with joy and  
good health! 

DPD's New Director of Pastoral Care  

Hello, Everyone! My name is Lori Flynn, I’m the new  
Director of Pastoral Care at the Department for Persons 
with Disabilities (DPD). I am a graduate of Glassboro 
State College where I earned my BA in Special Educa-
tion.  I am excited to step into this role as Pat Barrett 
has retired from DPD.  We wish her all the best in her  
retirement! 

I am very happy to be in a role that both serves and 
honors God, by caring for His people in any way I can.   
I have worked in ministry for most of my adult life, vol-
unteering as Eucharistic Minister, bringing Communion 
to the sick in hospitals and the homebound. I worked 
as a youth minister at the Church of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament in Franklin Lakes for five years.  I taught r 
eligion and piloted the first Resource Room program at 
Queen of Peace High School in North Arlington, where 
I also coached tennis and ran the cooking club, during 
the ten years that I worked there. 

I have three, beautiful grown and married children, and 
a loving husband.  

I have been attending daily Mass for over 35 years.   
I bring the Jesus that I receive each morning into the 
lives of those I touch through ministry, with passion 
and joy.  I am honored to be a part of the DPD and 
Catholic Charities family and welcome getting to  
know all of our wonderful volunteers! 

Congratulations to Pat and Tom Barrett on their Retirements

A Message from Lori Flynn

Tom and Pat,  
with a Papal Blessing 

presented by  
Bishop Sweeney  
in honor of their  

retirements.  
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CREATING HOPE - PROGRAM NEWS

A Year and a Half Later 

We remain grateful 
and in awe of the 
support of our  
community in the 
past year and a half 
since the devastating 
fire at Straight and 
Narrow. 

As you are well 
aware, on August 24, 
2019, Straight and 
Narrow’s 410 Straight 
Street facility was  
destroyed in a mas-
sive six-alarm fire. 
The subject facility 
was originally con-
structed circa 1920  

as one of Paterson’s many turn-of-the-century industrial mills.  
The 410 Straight Street building housed our 50 bed men halfway 
house, women’s clinical office space, and warehouse. The ware-
house was used to store our many donations from clothing for 
adults, children, children’s toys, furniture, and equipment. 

The halfway house clients are currently relocated at an alternate 
agency location in Passaic. Our primary goal was to continue to 
provide treatment services to the men at the halfway house who 
had already lost everything. 

To date, we have executed the AIA contract engaging NK Architects 
and have executed the proposal with LAN Associates for the site 
surveying and engineering analysis to begin. We have visited other 

treatment programs to brainstorm best design concepts and how 
to best maximize our space, allow for the highest standards in  
patient care, and ensure the flow of services meets regulatory  
requirements. Most recently, we have executed a contract with 
Joseph A. Natoli Construction Company to serve as the  
Construction Manager for our project. 

We have had several departmental planning focus groups with the 
architect to discuss our needs and future goals of how the new 
410 building can best meet the needs of our community and  
ensure smooth and comprehensive operations of all services. We 
currently have transitioned to the design phase and are eagerly 
awaiting completed architectural drawings. 

The overarching goal is to establish a comprehensive campus like 
setting to best accommodate our daily client and operational 
needs, to include, replacement of the 50 bed male halfway house, 
storage space for in-kind donations, clinical office space, pastoral 
care services and related multi-purpose room, medical inpatient 
withdrawal management unit, admissions department, outpatient 
treatment services, food service, administration, and potentially 
other areas to best meet the evolving needs of the recovery  
community. 

On August 7th, Bishop Sweeney presented Catholic Charities with 
a check for $319,760 to help rebuild Straight and Narrow's 410 
building. These funds were made possible through donations to 
the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. In addition, Catholic Charities 
has raised an additional $250,000 in donations sent directly for  
fire recovery. This support will be used to help rebuild this vital 
program. 

 Your support of Straight and Narrow allows us to continue to 
provide help and create hope for those in recovery. We are looking 
forward to a bright future ahead!

Straight and Narrow Fire

 In the last 1.5 years, Straight and Narrow has  
endured a fire and global pandemic. We are grateful 
to our staff who have helped us persevere on. 

An Incredible Act of Kindness
Local Businessman Gives back to Help Food Pantries 

Jason Werner has done it again! 

For the second consecutive year, Mr. Werner, the owner of EverClear Pools & Spas, not only held a 
massive food drive for our pantries, but purchased thousands of pounds of food himself, and  
had it delivered! 

Furthermore, recognizing the need for a consistent food supply, Mr. Werner pledged to make  
several shipments throughout the year. Amazing! The first of these shipments was dropped off on 
February 10th at the Fr. English Food Pantry in Paterson. 

He was motivated to start giving to our food pantries by his father, Harold. Harold, who passed 
away a few years ago, was a kind and generous man who would go out of his way to help others. 
The 2nd Annual Harold Werner Food Drive was a success and we are grateful! 

We are so thankful to Mr. Werner, his friends, his employees and all who gave to this endeavor.  
We know that his father is looking down, smiling. What an incredible act of kindness!



Page 10

Memories of our 

lives, of our works 

and our deeds will 

continue in others. 

Rosa Parks 

www.ccpaterson.org

CREATING HOPE - PROGRAM NEWS

Catholic Charities Participates in Point in Time Count
To assist the homeless population 

Catholic Charities was proud to participate in the 
statewide Point in Time Homeless Count On  
February 9, 2021. 

Our emergency support staff visited those who are 
homeless being assisted in motels. 

Sister Maureen Sullivan proudly assisted by packing 
give away bags which the teams used during their 
time on the streets surveying the homeless. Sister 
Maureen and the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth 
provided socks for each of the gift packets. 

The number of homeless continues to grow and 
COVID-19 has made it worse. We are thankful to our 
supporters who allow us to assist those who are 
homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. 

Thank you to all of the community partners who took 
part in the special endeavor including Eva's Village,  
St. Joseph's Health, Ramapo College of New Jersey  
and many others!

An Amazing Donation of PPE
We are in awe of this tremendous donation. 

In January, Vanguard Pharma, contributed 200,000 
packs of WetOnes HandWipes, to go along with  
hundreds of thousands of masks, gowns and other 
personal protective equipment. This contribution is 
being used across our entire organization including all 
3 of our agencies and over 30 programs to help those 
most in need. These contributions will make a huge 
difference as we continue to persevere forward 
through COVID-19. Thank you again to Vanguard  
and all who support our important ministry!

Catholic Charities on CBS2
Catholic Charities was recently featured on CBS2.  
Thank you to Christina Fan for highlighting the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of Service at our Fr. English Food 
Pantry and for mentioning our Justice Committee! 

Video:  www.ccpaterson.org/news/cbsmlk 

Catholic Charities, Fr. English Food Pantry was also  
featured on the CBS Morning News with John Elliot.  
Peyton Triano, a 12-year old philanthropist proudly  
gave back to help those most in need. 

Video:  www.ccpaterson.org/news/peyton

John Elliot recently visited Catholic Charities  
Fr. English Food Pantry and is pictured here next to 
12-year old philantrhopist Peyton Triano.
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CREATING HOPE - PROGRAM NEWS

In the Spirit of Dr. Marting Luther King, Jr.
Catholic Charities welcomes volunteers for Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day Of Service. Starts new Justice Committee to further 
empower our communities. 

“Faith is taking the first step even when you can’t see the whole  
staircase,” – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated over 50 years ago, but his 
legacy lives on throughout our world, country, and within our local 
communities.Observed each year on the third Monday in January  
as “a day on, not a day off,” Martin Luther King Day is the only federal 
holiday designated as a national day of service to encourage all 
Americans to volunteer to improve their communities. 

On Monday, January 18th, in commemoration of this special day, 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson welcomed dozens of volun-
teers to our Fr. English Food Pantry in Paterson. These volunteers 
sorted food, stocked shelves and helped the pantry persevere on 
through this challenging time. Over the last 2 months, over 50,000 
individuals have received food from Catholic Charities’ 3 food 
pantries, including the Fr. English Center. 

“When our volunteers begin on this special day, we speak to them  
of the important ministry of Catholic Charities. We tell them about 
Catholic Social Teaching, including the theme of rights and responsi-
bilities/social justice, which Dr. Martin Luther King so eloquently 
preached about. We encourage them to look for places in their  
community and find ways to be of assistance. During this time of  
national turmoil, we need to reach out to help others and to heal  
our communities,” said Sr. Maureen Sullivan the Director of Pastoral 
Ministry, Community Programs and Volunteers at Catholic Family 
and Community Services. 

In addition to the day of service, and in the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. the organization has also recently created a Justice Commit-
tee, an official Board of Trustees reporting committee, consisting of 
board members, agency leaders and direct program staff members. 

The mission of the Justice Committee is: "To serve Catholic Charities 
of Paterson, as a resource and catalyst for its work of social justice. 
Operating as a committee of the Board of Directors, our activities 
will be rooted in the biblical and theological foundations of Catholic 

social teaching, the Directives of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, and the directives of Bishop Kevin Sweeney. 

We will pursue issues which address the dignity and rights of people 
who are socially, politically, or economically disadvantaged with a 
special focus on the issues that impact the clients and staff of 
Catholic Charities and the communities it serves." 

“Jesus said ‘blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice.’  
Organizationally, we hope to walk in the footsteps of Christ and Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. We strive to do more than provide help; we 
want to have a sustained focus on changing structures that stand in 
the way of people being treated fairly by society. We want to learn, 
grow, and motivate others to bring change,” said Rev. Msgr. Herbert 
Tillyer, Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson Board President. 

“We would like to thank the volunteers who joined us on this special 
day, including our friends from St. Joseph’s and the young leaders 
from Montclair State University. We would also like to thank our 
newly formed Justice Committee, led by Dr. Michelle Baron-Romans, 
for striving for equality, justice and for creating hope in our commu-
nities. God bless those who are motivated by Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. to help those most in need,” said Scott Milliken Catholic Charities, 
Diocese of Paterson Chief Executive Officer.

Murray House Dinner Dance Held Virtually
Last year, the Murray House Dinner Dance celebrated it's 50th year of providing help and creating 
hope for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Over 1,000 guests attended 
this anniversary celebration at the Brownstone, making it Catholic Charities largest event in our 
80-year history.  

This year, to keep the people who we serve safe, each of our group homes had catered dinners 
and celebrated this special occasion in a safe way. 

Congrats to our honorees:  Patricia Barrett - Person of the Year, John Garino, Barnet House - 
Frank X. Graves Award, Paula Lavorgna - Marilyn Murray Keenan Award (Volunteer of the Year) 
Saint Clare's Healthcare Heroes - Public Servants of the Year, Alexis Ceacatura, Gina Parke, 
Michelle Cipriano, and Sal Tuzzeo - Outstanding Achievement Awards  

Watch our awards video at www.ccpatersom.org/Murray 

St. Joseph’s Health CEO Kevin Slavin (center) volunteered on the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of Service at the Fr. English Food Pantry.
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