
This pandemic will impact those living in
poverty the most. We will continue to work
tirelessly to provide help and create hope
for those in need. 

Each day, Catholic Charities, Diocese of 
Paterson, provides help and creates hope for
thousands of individuals in need. The health,
well-being and safety of our vulnerable 
service recipients and of our employees is 
always our top priority.  Many of our programs
operate 365 days a year, 24 hours per day, 
including during times of crisis. 

We have been closely following the develop-
ments with regard to coronavirus (COVID-19),
since it began to spread globally.  We have
been working with federal, state, and local 
officials to learn as much as we can and enact
important measures to help save lives, and 
do our part in stopping the spread of this 
pandemic.

To date, we have implemented many precau-
tions to keep both the individuals we serve
and our staff team safe.

This is a rapidly-evolving situation and we will
be working collaboratively and nonstop to
best help those in our communities.   

If you are a family member of a loved one, in
need of help or have any general questions
please email: info@ccpaterson.org.

Catholic Charities employees and volunteers
can email HRTeam@ccpaterson.org for 
questions about anything employment 
or volunteer related.

Here are some of the measures are 
currently taking:

• We have been working closely and have
been in correspondence with the Diocese 
of Paterson, Catholic Charities USA, the 
Community Foodbank of New Jersey, the 
Department of Human Services, the Division
of Developmental Disabilities, the CDC, 
the Health Department, St. Joseph’s Health,

and many other local, state and federal offices
and representatives.  

• At this time, we are unaware of any company
personnel being infected with the COVID-19
virus. We are asking staff to begin self-moni-
toring of their own health, which many of us
have already put into practice. We are asking
all staff to increase their preventive measure
by monitoring themselves and/or family for 
a fever and flu like symptoms. Temperatures
should be documented and any temp of 100.4
or higher is to be reported immediately to
your healthcare provider. Staff who are ill must
stay home and notify their doctor for further
guidance. Specific medical information should
only be shared with Human Resources as
needed - you should notify your supervisor 
in advance if you calling out sick but any
specifics should only be shared with HR.
Catholic Charities employees and volunteers
can email:  HRTeam@ccpaterson.org.

• The following special events and fundraisers
have been canceled or postponed:

- March 16th and 17th CC Job Fairs – 
Cancelled. Those looking for a career 
opportunity can apply online at 
www.ccpaterson.org/careers

- March 28th – Veterans Stakeholders 
Breakfast – Postponed. This event will now
take place on September 12th at the 
Brownstone in Paterson.
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- As of today, we are planning to move forward with our
future fundraising events during the summer and fall, 
including our June 22nd Wiegand Farm Golf Classic. 
We will reevaluate our planned larger gatherings as 
we approach event dates.

• If there is a confirmed case of the Coronavirus at a 
single location of Catholic Charities the local Health 
Department will be notified of positive results. 
Recommendations of the Health Department related 
to quarantine of close contacts will be followed. 
Quarantine at the affected program may be required.

• If there is an outbreak of coronavirus at any of our Early
Learning Programs (ELPs) the Center for Disease Control
(CDC), the local Health Department, the Department of
Children and Families Office of Licensing (OOL), and the
Paterson Public Schools Department of Early Childhood
Education (PPS-DECE) will be notified of positive results.
Recommendations of the Health Department related to
quarantine of close contacts will be followed.

• The New Jersey Department of Labor (DOL) released in-
formation about state benefits and protections afforded
to New Jersey employees amid the Coronavirus (COVID-
19) outbreak. The DOL guidance provides clarity to New
Jersey employers as they work to address the rapidly
evolving challenges posed by COVID-19.

• We have moved all organization-wide, business related,
in-person meetings to conference or video calls and will
be using remote access for all of our employees who are
able to work remotely.

For information about specific programs and agencies
please see below:

The Department for Persons with 
Disabilities (DPD)

DPD helps hundreds of individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities each day.  

As you may know, the individuals helped by DPD’s
group homes and Gruenert Center vocational day 
program are prone to illness more so than the general
public. Some just because of the nature of their disabil-
ity and for others this is compounded by their age. 
It is with their well-being in mind that we are:

• Retraining all staff in proper universal precautions,
handwashing, use of gloves, social distancing, etc.

• Reminding all clients of handwashing, good hygiene,
personal space/social distancing and no direct contact
with others.

• Regular cleaning and disinfecting of all high touch
areas throughout all of our programs.

• Suspending all non-essential community outings.

• Limiting visitors including the suspension of 
volunteer visits.

• In addition, CARE, Scouts, Saturdays at the Center
(SATC) and Fight for the Right will not meet until further
notice.

• Our Support Coordination team will conduct monthly
contacts, quarterly and annual visits by phone or video
conference instead of face-to-face whenever possible
until advised otherwise.

• Gruenert Center, Lake Hopatcong has been temporarily
closed. All Gruenert Center staff members have been 
reassigned to DPD group homes and supervised 
apartments. 

CFCS
Each day, Catholic Charities operates 5 early learning
programs for children ages 3-5 throughout Paterson.
Under the direction of the City of Paterson, these
schools have been closed.   Thankfully, the City of Pater-
son is offering meals to families of the children we serve.
Meals will be available at numerous pick up locations
around the city.  

Catholic Family and Community Services helps people
of all ages and offers case management services, 5 early
learning programs, senior services, assistance for Veter-
ans, 3 food pantries and much more.

Here are some of the measures we have taken across
Catholic Family and Community Services:

• Preventative measures have been put in place with the
enhancement of cleaning services at all CFCS buildings,
throughout our 3 counties.

• Retraining all staff in proper universal precautions,
handwashing, use of gloves, social distancing, etc.

• Reminding all service recipients and students of 
handwashing, good hygiene, personal space/social 
distancing and no direct contact with others.

• We have requested guidance from all regulatory, 
State, County and City Board of Health, and are following
guidelines set forth, with regard to closures or disruptions
in service.

•  Sussex County has closed CFCS' Meals on Wheels 
Program for the safety of the service recipients. 

• Catholic Charities operates 3 food pantries throughout
3 counties, and our plan as of today is to keep these
open during this crisis:

www.ccpaterson.org
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Coronavirus Response Cont’d

- We operate community choice pantries, but for the foreseeable fu-
ture we will be pre-bagging food so that service recipients spend
less time at the pantry.   

- As you may have realized supermarket shelves are currently barren.
This crisis will undoubtedly cause a food shortage for our pantries.

>  To learn how you can contribute, please visit 
www.ccpaterson.org/relief

Straight and Narrow
Straight and Narrow is the largest nonprofit drug and alcohol 
treatment center in the country, helping 1,200 in recovery people
each day. 

Straight & Narrow is taking the recent information with regard to 
the Coronavirus seriously and we are ensuring that a medical 
preparedness plan is in place

• Retraining all staff in proper universal precautions, handwashing,
use of gloves, social distancing, etc.

• Reminding all clients of handwashing, good hygiene, personal
space/social distancing and no direct contact with others.

• La Vida Childcare Centers: Guidance and direction provided by 
Paterson Public Schools and the Department of Education shall be
followed for all students.

• The admission department has implemented a screening at time 
of admission to assess incoming clients for signs and symptoms.
Screening includes assessment of flu-like symptoms, cough, temper-
ature, etc. Travel of any of the affected areas is evaluated for the 
individual as well as if they have been in contact with anyone who
may have traveled to any of the affected areas. Anyone presenting
with the above symptoms shall be sent to St. Joseph’s Hospital
Emergency Room for precautionary measures prior to admission.
Upon receipt of medical clearance the admission process will 
resume.

• Family visits are being suspended as a precautionary measure to
ensure the safety of our client's and staff. A video conferencing sys-
tem has been set up for clients to speak with their family members. 

• Client’s with confirmed cases of infection shall be treated and quar-
antined at St. Joseph’s Hospital. Further guidance regarding medical
protocol on-site will be guided with information from the Paterson
Board of Health, NJ Department of Health, Office of Licensing, Division
of Mental Health and Addiction Services, Drug Court, Division of
Children and Families and the Intoxicated Drivers Program. 

• Preventative measures are being put in place effective immediately
with the enhancement of cleaning services at the 396 residential
building. Additionally, operations/maintenance staff shall meet 
with the Directors of Residential Living to ensure that all units are
equipped with proper cleaning supplies and reinforce proper clean-
ing protocol. Daily schedules have been sent to the residential units
which are to be implemented and followed. 

Here are some helpful websites and links for our employees 
and followers:

US Centers for Disease Control (CDC):
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019

New Jersey Department of Health: 
www.nj.gov/health/

Community Foodbank of New Jersey: 
www.cfbnj.org/coronavirus

Catholic Charities USA Staff Resources:
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/resource/covid-19/

Diocese of Paterson Website including measures to be taken 
Diocesan-wide with regard to Coronoavirus: 
www.rcdop.org

Questions or Concerns:
Employees and Volunteers can email:  HRTeam@ccpaterson.org

General questions from service recipient family members or those
looking to help can email:  info@ccpaterson.org

We will do everything we can to help you and answer your 
questions during this challenging time.

We recognize that this is an evolving situation, and our action 
plan will continue to evolve with the changing environment. 
We assure you that we will work tirelessly to help those most 
in need. 

Thank you for your continued support, consideration, 
prayers and love. God bless you all.

Sincerely,

Scott Milliken, MPA
CEO
Catholic Charities 

Joanna Miller, MNM
Executive Director
Department for Persons with Disabilities

Angela Nikolovski, MS, LPC
Executive Director
Straight and Narrow

Bob Jacob, MS, LLB, CSW
Executive Director
Catholic Family and Community Services

THE EXECUTIVE TEAM
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CREATING HOPE - VOLUNTEER NEWS

“You must be the

change you wish to

see in the world.” 

Mahatma Gandhi
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Rev. Msgr. 
William Naughton

Pastoral Care Department
Straight and Narrow

201-259-1540

Patricia Barrett
Director of Pastoral Care
Department for Persons

with Disabilities
(973) 406-1103

Sr. Maureen Sullivan
Dir. of Pastoral Ministry 

& Volunteers, CFCS
973-279-7100 ext. 2203

VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS
We are looking for devoted volunteers

who would like to make a difference in

the lives of those in need. To learn more

about our volunteer opportunities 

at any of our agencies, please email

info@ccpaterson.org or call any of 

one of our volunteer coordinators.

The  Department for Persons with Disabilities Fight for
the Right Group continues to make a difference in the
lives of those in need. 

In March, the group, led by volunteer Jenn Minervino
dropped off “Socks for Soldiers.” These socks will benefit
Veterans in need.

Thank you to Senator Kristin M. Corrado and Senator
Kip Bateman for spearheading this charitable drive and
for their support of Veterans, including those helped by
Catholic Charities.

Fight for the Right Group Donates Socks for Soldiers

Pictured here is Good Samaritan Darlene Agag. Darlene and her
friends from St. Elizabeth Church in Wyckoff, go around to local
supermarkets and bakeries and collect donated food items for
our pantries.

Many of the individuals who frequent our pantries work several
jobs to get by. These sweet treats are much appreciated and
truly help uplift spirits!

God bless Darlene and those who support our important 
ministry! 

Volunteers Donate Sweet Treats to the Father English Center

Life's most persistent and urgent question is...
“What are you doing for others?” Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

We are proud of these Montclair State University students who
spent their time off from class volunteering at our Father English
Food Pantry and Thrift Shop on Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  

This is such a thoughtful way to honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
God bless those who dedicate their time to help those in need!

Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 



CREATING HOPE - PROGRAM NEWS

The Murray House Dinner Dance celebrates 50 years,
honors Lifetime Achievement Award recipients. 

Catholic Charities, Department for Persons with Disabili-
ties 50th Annual Murray House Dinner Dance was held
on February 16th at the Brownstone in Paterson.  

With nearly 1,000 guests attending, this event was 
the largest in Catholic Charities’ 80 year history.

Special guests included Jimmie Murray Lifetime
Achievement award recipients
who were recognized for making a
lasting impact in the lives of 
people served by the DPD. Also 
in attendance at the event were
members of the Murray family, 
almost all the individuals the DPD
serves, and many of their staff
members and volunteers.

Guests were filled with joy, by the
many members of the DPD family
in attendance. Those in attendance
received a commemorative 50th
Anniversary Pin and an Irish Blessing prayer card. On each table,
there were 50th Anniversary Murray House Dinner Dance Souvenir
Journals; 100+ page booklets chronicling the history of DPD, and
highlighting the Lifetime Achievement award recipients.

The Murray House Dinner Dance
has been a fixture at DPD
throughout the agency’s entire
history. The annual gala, is named
in memory of Jimmie Murray.
Jimmie, who happened to have
intellectual and developmental
disabilities, passed away in the
1960’s. He was the inspiration 
behind Murray House, the first
and longest running group home
for people with disabilities in 
New Jersey. To this day, the Murray
Family has been active and involved in DPD’s and Catholic
Charities’ ministry. 5 generations of Murrays have volunteered
for the Department in some 
capacity. 

Because of the high number of
guests coming to support the DPD,
the entire Brownstone (two main
ballrooms; upstairs and downstairs
were utilized). Two programs were
held simultaneously — one in the
grand ballroom with Scott Milliken,
CEO, Catholic Charities and Chris
Brancato, development director,
Catholic Charities, acting as masters

of ceremonies and in the main ball-
room, Joanna Miller, DPD executive
director and Erin Crowley, associate
executive director, took on hosting
responsibilities.  Guests were 
encouraged to mingle throughout
the entire venue.

Among the guests, was Monsignor
Jack Wehrlen, DPD’s Founder. “I’m
proud of you! I salute you!  You are
carrying on the tradition we tried to
establish over 55 years ago. Scratch
that, not “carrying on” - but enhanc-

ing. Every time I visit DPD, I marvel in how far we have
come.  Keep up the good work!  We are truly blessed,”
said Monsignor Jack. 

“1,000 guests!  Truly amazing and
a testament to our powerful 
mission; and to the love and
heart of the Murray Family,” said
Scott Milliken, Catholic Charites
Chief Executive Officer.

Murray family members were
present in both ballrooms to
welcome the many guests in 
attendance. A special remem-
brance was held on both floors
in memory of Joseph Murray, a
retired deputy fire chief for the

Paterson Fire Department, who
passed away July 2019. He was Jimmie Murray’s brother
and a longtime supporter of the DPD, attending all 49
previous Murray House dinner dances. “It was Joseph

Murray, who told us that
he wanted to make this
50th anniversary event
the biggest in our history.
He mentioned that he
wanted to pack the venue
with 1,000 people. We 
didn’t think it was possible.
We know that he was there
with us in spirit, as we put
this event together; and
that he is here, in this 
room celebrating, with us
tonight,” said Joanna Miller,
DPD Executive Director.  

Joseph Murray’s children — Joseph, Erika and Andrew 
Murray  — were all present to accept plaques in their 
father’s memory.

Biggest Event in Catholic Charities History
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"Under thy protection

we seek refuge, 

O Holy Mother 

of God. In our needs,

despise not our 

petitions, but deliver

us always from all

dangers, O glorious

and blessed 

Virgin. Amen.”

Adapted from 

the prayer of 

Pope Francis

CREATING HOPE - PROGRAM NEWS

Following the presentation to Joseph Murray’s family,
Angela Nikolovski, executive director of Straight and 
Narrow, and Msgr. Herbert Tillyer, board
president of diocesan Catholic Charities,
both spoke about the 
life-saving efforts of the Paterson fire
department and other first responders
during the catastrophic fire that de-
stroyed the halfway house at Straight
and Narrow on August 24th. Paterson
Fire Chief Brian McDermott was present
to accept plaques on behalf of Straight
and Narrow and Catholic Charities, and
led a moment of silence for an individual
who had passed away just a day before
because of a fire in Paterson.  

During the dinner, DPD presented 
annual awards recognizing two members of its group
homes by awarding the Jim and Kit Murray Outstanding
Achievement Award to Phyllis of Giuliano House and 
the Frank X. Graves Award to Peter of Murray House. Also
recognized was employee of the year Jim Cerny, director
of Columbus House, and Martin Addison, who received
Marilyn Murray Volunteer Award.

Afterward, the Jimmie Murray Lifetime Achievement
Awards were presented to those who are served by DPD,
staff, volunteers, the Murray family, DPD family members
and friends, service organizations, corporate partners
and schools and leaders in the Paterson Diocese.

“50 years, thousands of people with disabilities helped
and you have made this important list. You should be
very proud of your life-changing efforts,” said Chris 
Brancato, Catholic Charities Development Director.

To conclude the formal program, Robert of the Basile
Apartments, and one of two remaining original Murray
House residents, shared some words and Robert of
Walsh House sang “Unforgettable” the Nat King Cole 

classic. “I am happy to say that I am one of the first peo-
ple to ever move in to DPD and Murray House. Murray

House is the longest running group
home for people with disabilities in New
Jersey. I moved into Murray House, in
Paterson, a long time ago and things
were much different than they are
today. The world has changed; it was
much slower paced back then.  But the
one thing that has stayed the same for
me is DPD. It was a loving home back
then and it is a loving home today, 50
years later. Congratulations to everyone
on 50 years of the Murray House Dinner
Dance. God bless you all,” said Robert
from Basile Apartments.

“Jim, Kit, Jimmie, Marilyn, Joe, and all of our departed
Murray and DPD Family members were looking down 
on us tonight. I am so proud of this organization, the
staff and the people who we serve. 1,000 people – 
what an unbelievable evening, full of love! 

The Murray Family is truly blessed to be part of the 
DPD Family,” said Dennis Murray, Catholic Charities 
Board Vice President.  

Biggest Event in Catholic Charities History Cont’d
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Beloved Service Recipients
In Memoriam, Walter Barton 
In Memoriam Claire Reilly 
In Memoriam Donald Peseski 
In Memoriam Eleanor Siegrist 
The Smitheman Family, Here and Gone 
Robert Jaworski 
Billy Ramirez 
Terry Tanzer

Dedicated Staff
DPD Founder, Monsignor Jack Wehrlen 
Tom and Pat Barrett 
Denise Drexler 
Joe and Carolyn Duffy 
Sr. Joan Gercke 
Billy and Joanne Macausland 
Jim and Mary Mazzoni 
Danny McCoy 
Larry and Nancy Michalov 
Joanna Miller 
Jenny Murphy
Barbara Ocker
Don and Joanne Rossi 
Julie and Lou Tatti 
Pam Van Eck 
Debbie Wehrlen 
Rocco Zappile 

Selfless Volunteers
5 O'Clock Somewhere 
Denis and Denise Avagliano 
Pam and Colin Barrett
John and Mary Burke 
Christopher Brancato 
Roy DeFranco 
The DeYoung Family 
The Gloria Family 
The Just Family 
Margaret Wallace 
The Milliken Family 
Jennifer Minervino 
The (Walsh/Alexander) "Party Ladies"
Kathleen Peterson 
Barbara Renaldo 
St. Philip’s (Clifton) Volunteers 
Mary Ryan Zanotti 

The Murray Family and Extended
Murray Family
Dennis and Patty Murray and Family 
Albert Keenan and Family (In Memory of
Marilyn Murray Keenan) 
Patrick and Maureen Murray and Family 
Joseph A. Murray Family (In Memory of
Joseph A. Murray) 
The Seergy Family 

The Welsh Family 
The Devalue Family 
Joseph W. Murray 
Andrew Murray
Bryan Murray 
Bobby Murray

Service Organizations, Corporate
Partners, and Schools
Catholic Charities, USA 
Knights of Columbus, Supreme Council 
Knights of Columbus, State of New Jer-
sey Council 
Knights of Columbus, Paterson Federa-
tion 
Special Olympics of New Jersey 
DePaul Catholic High School 
Jefferson Township High School 
The Diocese of Paterson, Catholic
Schools 
Allied Printing 
Lakeland Bank 

Diocese of Paterson Leadership
Bishop Arthur Serratelli 
Monsignor James Mahoney 
Monsignor Herbert Tillyer 
Monsignor Geno Sylva 

Monsignor John Fitzpatrick 
Monsignor John Hart 
Monsignor Mark Giordani 
Rev. Brian Sullivan 
Rev. Kevin Corcoran 
Rev. Jhon Madrid 
Rev. Marc Mancini 
Rev. Matthew Twiggs 
Rev. Sean Foley 
Sr. Catherine McDonnell 
Sr. Joan Daniel Healy 
Sr. Mary Edward 
Pat Brennan 
Ken Mullaney 
Tim Potter 
Dennis Rodano 
Rebecca Ruiz-Ulloa 
William Rafferty

Families and Dear Friends 
The Barnet Family 
Jim Bashant 
Thomas Brothers
The Butler Family 
The Calabrese Family 
Dr. Diane Cavanagh 
Tom Ciborski 
Peggy Cofrancesco 

Barbara and Marty Cohen 
Sr. Dorothy Dee 
Bruce DeMolli 
Jack Fatigati 
Tommy Galfo 
Dr. Joe and Linda Giuliano 
Jack and Rose Kelly 
Barry and Elizabeth Levine 
Cathy Magliocchetti 
The Newton and Lavorgna Families 
Donald Okner 
The O'Neil Foundation 
Congressman Bill and Elsie Pascrell 
Paul Natoli 
Pinter, Mulder and Fraser Families 
Ken Riva 
Bill Rudloff 
Edie Ryan 
Sr. Denise Sickinger 
Todd and Joyce Soltesz 
Terence Taggart and the Taggart Family 
Tommy and Albert Manzo and the
Brownstone Family 
Frank and Mimi Walsh

God bless our thoughtful honorees! 

CREATING HOPE - PROGRAM NEWS

The Murray House Dinner Dance honored Jimmie Murray Lifetime Achievement Honorees for their unending support. 
Honorees included:

Thank you to the Russell Berrie Foundation and Steve Adubato for filming his
program, One-on-One out of our Father English Food Pantry!

The show will air in April digitally and will be syndicated on PBS.

The show featured interviews with:

Catholic Charities, Development Director Chris Brancato who discussed our vast
services for those in need.

Carlos Roldan, Catholic Charities Director of Food Pantries and Carlos Rodriguez,
the CEO of The Community FoodBank of New Jersey who discussed the Food-
Bank’s Diabetes initiative and their role in supporting local pantries.

Anna Trautwein, Clinical Director of Programs and Community Wellness, for the
Summit Medical Group Foundation who spoke about their role in combating 
diabetes in our communities.

We are appreciative of this opportunity and are looking forward to seeing the
production!

Catholic Charities to be on One-On-One with Steve Adubato

In February, Catholic Charities was on Univison for their TU LADO event
at St. Paul’s Parish Hall in Clifton. 

Univision's TU LADO is a special on-location event to highlight local 
communities throughout the tri-state area. We spoke about the vast 
programs we operate in Paterson and beyond.  

Catholic Charities Director of Food Pantries, Carlos Roldan and Director of
Emergency Support, Ariel Alonso are pictured here with anchor Berenice
Gartner. We were happy to more deeply connect to the Spanish Speaking
community and were proud to take part in this great event!

Catholic Charities on Univision 
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