
The Knights of Columbus stand with; raise
funds and awareness for Catholic Charities,
Department for Persons with Disabilities. 

When you see individuals in bright colored
vests that read “Helping People with Intellec-
tual Disabilities,” you should smile. They are
often members of the Knights of Columbus.
When they are extending out their bright 
cans and collecting donations at the local 
supermarket or on the road, they are helping
to recognize the dignity of every person.

The Knights of 
Columbus is the 
world’s largest Catholic
fraternal service 
organization.  Founded
by Father Michael J. 
McGivney in New
Haven Connecticut, 
in 1882; the Order 
is dedicated to the 
principles of Charity,
Unity, Fraternity 
and Patriotism.  

There are over 60,000
members of the New
Jersey State Knights 
of Columbus Council.
One their most impor-
tant ministries is giving back to people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities;
many of whom are helped at Catholic Chari-
ties, Department for Persons with Disabilities. 

“The Knights of Columbus in the Paterson
Federation and beyond have been our most
generous supporters throughout DPD’s 50
year history.  During this time, they have
raised $3 million for our cause through their
disability drives and other endeavors. In 
addition, they have donated thousands of 
volunteer hours and have stood by our values,

proclaiming that every life is a gift from God,”
said Joanna Miller, DPD Executive Director.  

“I am so grateful for the Knights of Columbus
ongoing commitment to Catholic Charities
and the Diocese of Paterson.  Their involvement
goes beyond financial contributions – as out-
standing as they are - by encompassing the
entire mission of serving God’s most vulnerable
individuals.  They see the face of Christ in those
in need and selflessly give of themselves by
volunteering their time.  We are so blessed in

our Diocese to have such an active and 
faith-filled service organization. May the 
stewardship of the Knights of Columbus be 
an example to us all,” said Most Reverend
Arthur Serratelli, Bishop of Paterson.  

Their initiatives also include Right to Life, 
support of our Veterans both home and
abroad, aide to Christians facing genocide 
in the Middle East, disaster relief and more.
The Knights of Columbus throughout the
state of New Jersey, support all of Catholic
Charities ministries, including our food 
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The Knights of Columbus have been Department for Persons with Disabilities largest
supporters throughout their history.  Pictured here is Brother Knights Roger Deleon, 
Al Booth and Tom Straten from Council 3835, Little Falls at their Annual Disability Drive.   
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Dear Catholic Charities Employees and Friends, 

May is the Month in which our earth springs into bloom. Here at Catholic Charities, we start thinking about our 
community gardens; our springtime fundraising endeavors, including the Wiegand Farm Golf Classic; and all the 
joy that new life brings. 

It is also the month of our Blessed Mother, Mary.

Parishes throughout our Diocese often have daily recitations of the rosary, or may have a special statue of Mary put
up at their altar. As a Catholic Charities member agency, we pray to our Blessed Mother and learn from her example
of kindness, gracefulness and service to God. 

We thank all of our staff members, who live out this example each day.  We were recently blessed with the opportunity
to send a team to Laredo, Texas, where we assisted with the humanitarian crisis at the border. We will continue to
strive to do all we can for those in need, and to lend a hand to those in crisis throughout our world, in the spirit of
our Blessed Mother.  Thank you for all you do our important ministry! Have a blessed month of May! 

Sincerely, 
The Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson

Executive Team

NEWs from Human Resources

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE TEAM

Scott Milliken
CEO

Catholic Charities 

Joanna Miller
Executive Director

Department for Persons
with Disabilities

Dr. Sam Pirozzi
Executive Director

Straight and Narrow

Bob Jacob
Assoc Executive Director

Catholic Family and 
Community Services

EXECUTIVE TEAM

Page 2

Isabel Hernandez, is 
currently the Office Manager
at La Vida Too Child Care
Center. Isabel has been
working at Straight and 
Narrow since 1996. She
started as a volunteer in the
Child Care Center, La Vida
One and then was hired 
an Early Education Teacher. 
In 1999, she became the 

Office Manager. Isabel is someone who is dependable, 
efficient, punctual, trough as always takes initiative. She
gives great attention to detail and follows through with all
tasks and projects. Her willingness to help, staff, students’
parents, volunteers and others is admirable. She lives the
mission of Catholic Charities. Ms. Hernandez is someone
you can count on.

Jazmine Stevenson has
been with the DPD family
since 2017. She has consis-
tently shown a willingness
to learn and excel at her job.
All the men at Basile Apart-
ments welcomed her in and
have grown to love her
cheerfulness. She always
walks in with a smile and
strives to make everybody's
day a good day. 

In addition to her regular hours, Jazmine has been willing to
cover extra shifts both in the mornings and afternoons when
the program has needed her. She takes the men shopping
and has also taken them to doctors’ appointments. She is 
always professional and thoroughly completes all required 
paperwork after meeting with  doctors, family members and
volunteers. Jazmine does not shy away from offering sugges-
tions that can improve the delivery of care to our residents
and is a good team player.

As the Program Assistant, Jazmine is always professional and
always represents Catholic Charities and DPD professionally.

isabel
jazmine

Catholic Charities, Employee of the Month, March 2019
Agency: Straight and Narrow

Catholic Charities, Supervisor of the Month, March, 2019
Agency: Department for Persons with Disabilities



pantries, Straight and Narrow, children’s 
programs and more. 

“The Knight’s commitment to people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities 
is truly inspiring. They work closely with our
friends at the Special Olympics, create an 
inclusive environment for people with spe-
cial needs, and have helped raise funds and
awareness for our important ministry. As 
the only Catholic Provider agency for people
with disabilities in New Jersey, our partner-
ship has been vital.  We are proud to have a
group home (Columbus House, Oak Ridge)
named in their honor, and to have a statue of
Father Michael J. McGivney on our premises.
Their generosity motivated me to become a
Knight,” said Chris Brancato, Development
Director, Catholic Charities. 

Many Disability Drives are held during the
springtime throughout New Jersey, support-

ing the Department for Persons with 
Disabilities and dozens of other disability 
organizations. 

God bless the Knights of Columbus.  
Vivat Jesus!

The Principle of Charity cont’d
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Knights of Columbus from Council #3835, Little Falls
with friends from Department for Persons with 
Disabilities, Murray House, Clifton at their 2019 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Drive.

Horizon’s Mobile Health Unit 
visited the Wiegand in 2018.

Golfers get ready to tee off at Ballyowen at the 44th Annual Event.

Miss New Jersey USA with Kaleigh from
DPD, Wehrlen House at the 2018 Event. 

The Wiegand Farm 
Golf Classic

June 24, 2019
www.ccpaterson.org/wiegand
Crystal Springs Resort

One of the biggest, best and longest 
running outings in the country!

This year, the Catholic Charities Family 
is proud to honor:

Humanitarian of the Year:
Mark Avondoglio, Perona farms 

Jack Kelly Community Leadership Award:
Heather Kevlahan

Knights of Columbus of the Year Award:
General Judson Kilpatrick Council #5563

The event, sponsored by Lakeland Bank,
brings in dozens of community sponsors.
Sponsoring the event gives companies 
and small businesses the opportunity to
promote their business before, during 
(on all 3 courses) and after the event.

Here are some of the ways in which 
you can participate: 

Golfing: 
Choose from Ballyowen Golf Club, Wild
Turkey Golf Course, or Crystal Springs 

Golf Course all at the beautiful 
Crystal Springs Resort!

Donating a Silent Auction Item: 
We are in need of sporting event tickets,
sports memorabilia, restaurant gift cards,
event tickets or whatever else you 
can provide.

Participating in our MEGA 50/50: 
Last year's prize was $10,000!

fundraising: 
Create your own fundraising page by 
visiting www.ccpaterson.org/sean

Visit the Wiegand Farm Golf Classic 
website at:  ccpaterson.org/wiegand
or call (973) 944-5992 to take part in this 
wonderful event. 
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“The world tells us

to seek success,

power and money;

God tells us to seek

humility, service

and love.”

Pope Francis 
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father Milton Camargo
Director of Pastoral Care

Straight and Narrow
(973) 345-6000 ext. 6206

Patricia Barrett
Director of Pastoral Care
Department for Persons

with Disabilities
(973) 406-1103

Sr. Maureen Sullivan
Dir. of Pastoral Ministry,
Community Programs 

& Volunteers
Catholic Family and 

Community Services
973-279-7100 ext. 2203

VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS

We are looking for devoted volunteers

who would like to make a difference in

the lives of those in need. To learn more

about our volunteer opportunities 

at any of our agencies, please email

info@ccpaterson.org or call any of 

one of our volunteer coordinators.

The Father English Community Center Garden of 
Hope (FECC) is now a thriving garden producing more
than 1,500 pounds of fresh produce for more than 
4,000 clients a month at the FECC Food Pantry. 

This happened in large part because of Nancy Hirdt,
volunteer co-director of the FECC Food Pantry Garden
of Hope. Nancy managed and worked with team 
members to reclaim an abandoned urban lot filled 
with trash, weeds, trees and drug paraphernalia. 

Throughout the six-year project, Nancy assisted in the
cleaning of the lot, raised funds to make the lot safe 
for volunteering, created an irrigation system and 
performed planting, weeding, and harvesting of crops.
Since these humble beginnings, the garden has grown

to a collection of 21 raised beds and a beautiful 
butterfly garden enjoyed by all.  

Congratulations to Nancy Hirdt on this well 
deserved nomination! 

Nancy Hirdt, CFCS Volunteer
nominated as a Catholic 
Charities, USA, Volunteer 
of the Year Finalist

DPD’s Fight for the Right Group
Gives to Project Self Sufficiency  

The Fight for the Right group is the Department for Persons with
Disabilities community service group. The name was created by an
individual from DPD who is a member of the group and implies
fighting for what is right and providing service to those in our
local communities, nation and worldwide who are in need. 

The group is overseen by dedicated volunteers Jenn Minervino
and Anna Philhower.

The group meets monthly to decide upon and perform 
worthwhile community service projects.  

Recently the group held a clothing drive and dropped off the clothing to Project Self Sufficiency (PSS) of Newton.
Project Self Sufficiency empowers northwestern New Jersey individuals and families to become economically 
self-sufficient.  Great job, Fight for the Right! 

Carlos Roldan, Nancy Hirdt and Sister of Charity Maureen Sullivan,
stand behind the cornstalks growing in the Father English Center’s
Main Street garden.



former Straight and Narrow client looks back at his addiction 
and recovery to bring hope to others.

First appeared in The Beacon, The newspaper for the 
Diocese of Paterson, April 16, 2019
By CECILE PAGLIARULO

Picture being in a packed baseball stadium with fans cheering. 
It’s the bottom of the ninth. Two outs. The bases are loaded. 
Zach Drexler steps up to home plate with a bat in his hands ready 
to deliver a hit to win the game.

The 30-year-old Drexler said that’s how he looks at his life, like a
baseball game. “My life and the decisions I make are in my 
hands alone,” he said.

Drexler’s first love was baseball, a sport he has played his entire life.
As a child, he even dreamed of playing baseball in college and the
major leagues. But his life changed, like hitting a pop up caught foul
territory for an out instead of getting the game-winning hit, when 
he became one of the two million people in the United States 
who become addicted to drugs through prescription opioid pain 
medication.

But when he finally committed to the team at Straight and Narrow
(S&N) here, they hit a home run that he said saved his life.

Growing up in Oak Ridge section of West Milford, he had the typical
suburban upbringing. He had the loving support of both his parents,
Denise and Daniel, and his older brother, Lucas. They went on family
trips, ate dinners together and attended Mass at St. Joseph Parish 
in West Milford. Drexler said, “My life seemed like ‘Leave it to Beaver’
and I was Beaver.”

During his teen years, he experimented with alcohol and marijuana
growing distant with his family, especially with his dad. At first, his

parents thought it was
just a stage. It wasn’t and
he starting trying harder
drugs. In 2011, Drexler
was in car accident. And
when his family doctor
prescribed OxyContin
for his pain it brought his
descent into addiction
even deeper. He said he
would steal to feed his
addiction and he was 
arrested on several occasions for drug possession.

“When I first started abusing OxyContin I don’t know if it was because
I was trying to fit in or I was trying to mask something or hide who I
really was,” he told The Beacon. “I don’t have that one underling thing
that I know led me to drug addiction. Addiction itself simply doesn’t
judge. It’s not going after the homeless. Addiction is going into every
household. It could start with a simple toothache and a dentist 
prescribes a painkiller for it.”

...Drexler’s sobriety date is Dec. 30, 2016, which is an important date
for those who have recovered from addiction. “It’s the day I restarted
my life,” said Drexler.

Drexler looks at his life now and says, “This is a life beyond my wildest
dreams. When I was a little kid, this obviously wasn’t my plan: to be a
drug addict and an alcoholic. It wasn’t my plan, but it was in my deck
of cards and I had to play my hand. One of the main purposes of my
sobriety is to spread the message there is hope and this does work. 
If someone reaches out to me I will be there to help and give them
that hope, just like Straight and Narrow did for me”

To read Zach’s full story visit:  ccpaterson.org/alwayshope

CREATING HOPE - PROGRAM NEWS

There is Always Hope

Catholic Charities 
Staff Volunteer with the 
Diocese of Laredo  

Volunteers from Catholic Charities in 
Paterson traveled to Texas to provide 
humanitarian aid.

Less than three miles from the U.S.-Mexico
border, Catholic Charities in the Diocese of
Laredo has in place a unique department to
address the unprecedented need in its area.
It’s called humanitarian relief services. This
ministry, with only a handful of staff and 
volunteers, exists to serve the hundreds of
migrant families and individuals who are
crossing the border from Mexico seeking
asylum in the United States.

In April, a team from the Diocese of Paterson
of visited the Diocese of Laredo to greet 
asylum seekers and provide food, water, 
information and a phone to call relatives.
Many of the migrants said the volunteers
from Catholic Charities were the first kind
faces they had seen since in a long time.  

The migrants all have the same face – “a look
of defeat and fear along with confusion and
uncertainty,” said Carlos Roldan, director of
Father English Food Pantry in Paterson, 
who was part of a four-member team from
Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Paterson,
who spent 10-days early in April assisting
Catholic Charities in Laredo as the humani-
tarian crisis continues to unfold. There, they
helped thousands of immigrants, all hailing
from the Central American countries of 
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua and

Guatemala.  “They were all dehydrated, dirty,
hunger and tired.  We were blessed to have
the opportunity to give back,” said Roldan. 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Laredo:
www.dioceseoflaredo.org/catholic-charities

Zach Drexler 

Catholic Charities employees meet with Bishop James
Tamayo of the Diocese of Laredo. Left to Right: Lourdes
Torres, Jean Nicholas, Carlos Roldan, Issayana Munoz and
Charles Rockwell, a volunteer from the Diocese of Albany.
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Children Supported Thanks to St. Joe’s Mendham, 
Human Concerns Ministry
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"Mary, give me your

Heart: so beautiful, 

so pure, so immaculate; 

your Heart so full of

love and humility that

I may be able to receive

Jesus in the Bread of

Life and love Him 

as you love Him and

serve Him in the 

distressing guise 

of the poor."

Saint Teresa 

of Calcutta

CREATING HOPE - PROGRAM NEWS

Just in time for Easter, the 80 children at the Dover Child
Care Center received bags filled with special treats from
the Hope House Food Pantry.  A donation from the
Human Concerns Ministry at St. Joseph Catholic Church,
Mendham made this special gift possible. 

The Human Concerns Ministry of Saint Joseph Parish
provides services for many individuals and groups in
need throughout the year. Activities of the ministry 
are generously supported by their parishioners.  

God bless the St. Joseph's Parish and Hope 
House Family!  

Individuals from DPD, Gruenert Center to Participate in 
County-wide Art Show

St. Joseph's, Montvale - UNICO Chapter Makes a Difference

The Senior and Persons with Disabilities Art Show will 
be on display during the month of May at the Morris
County Library (30 East Hanover Avenue, Whippany).

The show is sponsored by NORWESCAP Skylands RSVP
Volunteer Resource Center with funding from the Morris
County Office on Aging, Disabilities, and Community
Programming and the Morris County Freeholders.

Gruenert Center artists will be submitting 4 selections in
the acrylic and watercolor mediums. Drop by the Morris
County Library during May to see their works of art! 

Students donate over 1,700 pairs of socks to 
Straight and Narrow

Thank you to St. Joseph's High School, Montvale, NJ,
UNICO Chapter who recently ran a sock drive for
Straight and Narrow.  

They kindly donated 730 pairs of children's socks, 
668 pairs of Men's socks, 389 pairs of women's socks
and a total of 1,787 pairs of socks!  

Joining the students to present the socks was Barry
Donnelly President, Michael Bruno Principal and 
Deacon Joseph Sisco, Diocese of Paterson. 

The need for personal hygiene items and undergar-
ments is immense at Straight and Narrow, as often
individuals come in with just the clothing they 
have on. 

Members of the Gruenert Center Family with art they created for the
Morris County Art Show. 

This happy group is ready to enjoy their juice, crackers, and some
Easter candy, of course!

God bless St. Joseph's High School and all who gave to this 
important drive!
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Easter Blessings at the Father English Food Pantry

Straight and Narrow Co-Hosts 
Break the Cycle Recovery Event

On April 9th, along with New Pathway Counseling, and Sheriff
Richard H. Berdnik, Straight and Narrow hosted the first Break 
the Cycle Recovery Event at the Passaic County Technical Institute 
in Wayne.    

The event sought to inspire, empower, and 
motivate, those in recovery, families of those 
in recovery, professionals in the field and 
the entire community. Hundreds of guests 
attended this powerful presentation.    

Guest speakers included Paterson Mayor 
Andre Sayegh, Passaic County Sheriff 
Richard H. Berdnik, recovery professionals,
recording artists, retired professional athletes,
and Straight and Narrow clients. 

The Straight and Narrow Choir also graced the
stage with powerful song. The choir, made up
of members in recovery, performs throughout
the state at various parishes and community 
events.  

Catholic Charities, Straight and Narrow is blessed to provide help 
and create hope for those in in all stages of recovery and was proud
to co-present this event. 

Combined, all three of Catholic Charities
food pantries serve between 100-125 clients
each day; that’s over 25,000 visits per year.
Those who frequent the Father English Food
Pantry in Paterson are single moms, senior

citizens, individuals on disability, the 
homeless, Veterans, or simply working class
citizens who don’t make enough to meet
monthly expenses.

Thank you to the pictured service groups
who recently supported the Father English
Center for Easter!

The sixth grade Religious Education classes from
Saint Thomas the Apostle Church, Oak Ridge and
Saint John Vianney, Stockholm held a project to
collect needy baby items for the Father English
Food Pantry. With the help of their teachers, Mrs.
Linda Albecker and Mrs. Vanessa Levine they 
collected and assembled boxes of needed baby
items. On April 15, Jamison Reid, one of the 6th
graders, and his mother, Kim Reid, brought all the
items to the FECC Food Pantry.

Vivian Mancheno, assistant at the 
Father English Community Center
Food Pantry, Martha Toledo, mother 
of the children in the Toledo Kids 
Care Foundation and Sister Maureen
Sullivan, SC look over the two dozen
beautiful baskets prepared by the
Toledo children and donated to 
the youth program at the Father 
English Center.

Thank you to Monsignor John Hart, 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Tara
Speer and the entire Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Family, Morristown
for recently donating 150 frozen dinner
trays to the Father English Center in 
Paterson! 12 year old children in Level III
Good Shepherd wrote letters  to all the
Assumption Parishioners asking them to
prepare a frozen meal and prayer for our
brothers and sisters served by Father 
English Food Pantry. God bless them all!



Month of May
Senior and Disabilities Art Show
Featuring artwork from individuals
from the Department for Persons
with Disabilities
Morris County Library

May 3, 2019
Paterson Federation Golf Outing
Supporting the Department for 
Persons with Disabilities, 
Seminarians and the Federation
Scholarship Fund
Preakness Valley Golf Course

May 7-8, 2019
Catholic Charities Job Fair
St. Thomas the Apostle Church
Oak Ridge, 2-6pm

May 10, 2019
John Taggart 
Memorial Golf Outing
Supporting the Department 
for Persons with Disabilities
Crystal Springs Golf Course, 
Hamburg

May 14-15, 2019
Catholic Charities Job Fair
Hope House
Dover, 2-6pm 

Month of June
Wiegand Farm Golf Classic 
Online Auction
ccpaterson.org/wiegand

June 23, 2019
Knights of Columbus
Tank Pull Challenge
Featuring Team Catholic Charities
110 Clifton Ave
Clifton, NJ

June 24, 2019
Wiegand Farm Golf Classic 
Crystal Springs Golf Course, 
Hamburg (4 Separate Courses) 

october 5, 2019
Autumn Outdoor Mass
Wiegand Farm, Oak Ridge

November 2, 2019
Catholic Charities Caritas Gala
Birchwood Manor, Whippany 

www.ccpaterson.org

@ccharitiespat

777 Valley Road   l Clifton, NJ 07013
W:     www.ccpaterson.org 
E:      info@ccpaterson.org
P:      (973) 737-2077

©2019 Catholic Charities. All Rights Reserved.  Advertising by:  www.CRKadvertising.com DPD 3661

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Federal Tax Identification Number:  
82-2914278

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April 2019ISSUE #6

Catholic Charities on the Radio
Listen to iHeart Radio, Sussex County throughout 
May to hear the Catholic Charities family

iHeartRadio, will be the Diamond Driver Sponsors of 
our upcoming Wiegand Farm Golf Classic. iHeartRadio 
in Sussex County includes 102.3 WSUS, 103.7 NNJ and 
Max 106.3. The Steve Andrews Morning Show will be
broadcasting live from the event. 6 Commercials will 
be broadcasting throughout the year on iHeart to 
promote our golf outing, Veterans Program, Meals on Wheels, Partnership for Social Services Food
Pantry, Department for Persons with Disabilities, and Straight and Narrow. 


