
          Note these dates and events  . . .

June 4, 2001
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM CFCS - 2nd Annual CCNJ Conference
Sheraton in Eatontown, New Jersey

For information call Tom McCann at 973-523-7361

July 9, 2001
11:00 AM - 7:00 PM DPD - Casey Classic Golf Tournament 
(www.caseyclassic.com)  
Canoe Brook Country Club, Summit, NJ  
For information call Tom Barrett at 973-697-4394  
Email:tomdpd@optonline.net  Tickets: $1,000.00 

August 27, 2001
11:00 AM - 8:00 PM HH - 1st Annual  Hope Golf Classic  
Essex County Country Club, West Orange, NJ  
For information call Cathy Colford at 973-361-5565 ex 127 
Email: cathy@hopehousenj.org     Tickets  $375.00

October 13, 2001
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM DPD - Family Bike Tour & Family Walk-a-Thon (www.dpd.org)  
For information call Tom Barrett at 973-697-4394 
Email: tomdpd@optonline.net.  Tickets: $25.00 

 October 13, 2001
6:30 PM - 11:00 PM The Caritas 2001 Gala Award Dinner and Dance  
The Grand Ballroom at the Parsippany Hilton  
For information call Father Edward Lambro at 973-523-4456  

Corporate Sponsorship of Patron Tables @ $2500 - 
including 10 seats for dinner is available, as well as other sponsorship opportunities. Call for details.  

Email:prdev@catholicharities.org  Tickets: $150.00  

 
October 20, 2001
9:00 AM - 3:30 PM PSM - "Repairers of the Breach"
Annual Inter-Diocesan Justice and Peace Conference
 Immaulata High School, Sommerville, NJ

 For information call Tom McCann at 973-523-7361

The Social Services of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Paterson

 CATHOLIC  CHARITIES  NEWS
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 “Abriendo las puertas a Cristo - Open wide the doors 
to Christ” are words that we’ve heard often during this Holy 
Year.  A funny thing about opening doors, when you open doors 
things and people can come in and out.  I believe over the 
world people made an effort this year to open wide the doors to 
Christ.  Here among our Catholic Charities Agencies, that has 
manifested itself in many ways.
 We welcomed the Hispanic Information Center (HIC) 
of Passaic. For 28 years HIC has served the needs of the people 
of Passaic, and has now become one of our Catholic Charities 
Agencies.  Having the HIC as part 
of Catholic Charities increases our 
ability to respond to the needs of 
our brothers and sisters in Passaic 
and our resources in turn will 
expand the capabilities of the 
Hispanic Information Center.  
  Those living in 
Morris and Sussex Counties 
will long remember the sudden, 
devastating flood of August 12.  
Parishes and individuals from all 
over the Diocese responded and 
Catholic Charities received over 
$30,000 in donations from parishes 
throughout the Diocese, and a $10,000 grant from our National 
Catholic Charities USA office to assist persons impacted by 
the floods.
 Something very special happened in Morristown 
and throughout Morris County this year.  A small group of 
recent immigrants from South America and parishioners of St. 
Margaret’s Parish came together with members of other local 
faith-based communities in Morristown to address the unmet 
needs of immigrants in that area.  In space provided by St. 
Margaret’s Parish and volunteer support from this group, as 
well as assistance from Fr. Terry Moran of our Diocesan office 
for ministry among Hispanics and myself, Viento del Espiritu 
(Wind of the Spirit), an immigrant resource center, was founded 
and has already become quite active.
 Our Catholic Charities Agencies in concert with the 
other Catholic Charities Agencies in the State of New Jersey, 
and with assistance from our Diocesan Communications Office, 
produced and circulated “Operation Meet Your Neighbor”, 
(OMYN) a video and facilitator’s guide that puts a very human 
face on poverty and shows clearly to those who view the video 
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Joseph F. Duffy, Executive Secretary
 Secretariat for Catholic Charities 

Dear Friends of Catholic Charities,
 
 Many people have become better 
acquainted with one or another of the 

multiple services of our diocesan Catholic Charities this 
past year through our Prepare the Way capital campaign.  
Some may have been introduced to these works for 
the first time.  Whoever learned about any of the 
ways in which our Catholic Charities Agencies serve 

families, children, the elderly, 
newcomers to our country, 
the addicted, people afflicted 
with mental and physical 
ailments and disabilities, came 
to realize that the Church of 
Paterson carries out the work 
of evangelization not only by 
preaching the Word from the 
pulpit but also by practicing 
what Jesus did and calls upon 
us to do.

 Whatever talents we have, 
whatever we own, whatever ability we have to obtain it 
are gifts of God.  So, too, are the opportunities to share 
our gifts with those who need us.  Those are the greatest 
gifts of all.

 Along with presenting this annual report of our 
Catholic Charities in the Church of Paterson, I offer my 
thanks to all who are engaged in this ministry of love 
- that is what caritas, charity, means - and to all who 
support this ministry in any way.

 With prayerful good wishes for the Lord’s 
blessings upon you and your families in the new year, 
I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Frank J. Rodimer, DD, JCD
Bishop of Paterson

Save the Date . . .
Saturday evening, October 19, 2002

Catholic Charities Caritas 2002
 Gala Dinner & Dance

-
The Grand Ballroom 

Hanover Harriott Hotel
6:30 - 10:30 PM

For information & reservations please call
 Fr. Edward Lambro at 973-523-4456

Rev. Edward G. Lambro, Director
Ruth Saginario, Administrative Assistant



| Expanded our day care and nutrition services for seniors in 
Sussex County for seniors. | Revised our Catholic Charities 
brochures which are available in Spanish and English (call for a 
copy). | Increased our legislative advocacy efforts and updated 
our legislative advocacy manual.
  With your help much has been accomplished this year.  
There are so many ways so many of you help to accomplish all 
we do.  Many support us financially, some directly and others 
through Parish assessments, the Bishop’s Annual Appeal and 
this year especially, through the Prepare the Way Campaign.  
And many support us through donating goods and still others 
who donate their time.  Very importantly, there are those who 
support us through their prayers.  
 In closing I want to thank you for the many ways in 
which you support us and assure you that we are here to support 
you if you find the need.  Please call if we can be of assistance.  
I ask for your continued prayers.  Please pray for all those 
persons who work or volunteer their time in any of our Catholic 
Charities Agencies, and most especially please pray for those 
whom with your help we are privileged to serve.  And please be 
assured that you in turn will be in our prayers.

-  Joseph F. Duffy,  Executive Secretary
                                      Secretariat for Catholic Charities - Diocese of Paterson

 
CATHOLIC FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
(CFCS) has undergone a number of significant changes this 
year in part as a reaction to pressing needs and in part in our 
attempt to be proactive and position ourselves to better serve.   
To help address the immediate and growing need for food, 
we enlarged our food pantry and added a walk-in freezer, and 
provided small grants to local food pantries.
              The purchase of the two former convent buildings from 
Holy Trinity Parish in Passaic made it possible for us to improve 
our services to troubled youth and recent immigrants.  The larger 

of the convents was turned over 
to the Father English 
Community Center and has 
become the home of the Mount 
St. Joseph’s Teen Center for 
troubled youth.  The new facility 
has doubled the capacity for 
serving troubled youth.  The 
smaller of the two convents has 

now been renovated and is being used for transitional housing 
for recent arrivals from all over the world.  After short stays in 
the transitional apartments, new immigrants are placed in more 
permanent housing, assisted by our Migration & Refugee 
Department.
              The Special Child Health Services (SCHS) program 
was relocated from our 26 DeGrasse Street site to the Friendship 
Corner site on the corner of Market and Carroll Streets in 
Paterson.  At the same time that program and our HOPE VI 
program that assists persons displaced from public housing in 
Paterson came under the supervision of Rev. Michael Burke, 
Esq.,  the Director of our Legal Services Department.  This move 

and read the guide, some ill effects of Welfare Reform and 
the need to continue reforming welfare to be sure it addresses 
poverty in our State.  OMYN has been distributed to all Parishes 
and high schools in the Diocese, as well as other interested 
community groups.  Already we have seen an increased interest 
in our legislature and from our Governor’s office with regards to 
supporting anti-poverty legislation such as a New Jersey State 
Earned Income Tax Credit, expanded job training and day care 
programs and hopefully this year, the passage of legislation that 
will provide for Individual Development Accounts.
 I traveled with three other Diocesan Directors from 
around the country to Ecuador and Peru this past summer.  
We were guests of Catholic Relief Services who provided 
us the opportunity to see firsthand how the dollars raised for 
CRS are leveraged with other dollars and resources to change 
and empower local people across the world to lift themselves 
out of poverty.
 We continue our efforts to increase cooperation among 
the Catholic Charities Agencies of N.J.  We held our first-ever 
Statewide Catholic Charities Conference attended by over 

500 people.  We see 
this Conference as 
an opening of the 
doors so that we 
could invite each 
other in to see what 
is going on and to 
explore opportunities 
for cooperation so 
that we can more 
effectively serve.
 Some highlights 

of program growth and expansion and new program efforts are 
as follows: Caritas awards given to Martin Sheen, The Samaritan 
Project of Resurrection Parish, Simon Maweu-Kimatu & Fr. 
Patrick Rice. | The expansion of our Emergency Assistance 
program at CFCS through the use of volunteers and AMERI-
CORPS workers. | Expansion of welfare-to-work programs 
at Straight & Narrow in collaboration with other community 
Agencies. | The provision of bi-lingual parenting skills training 
at Hope House. | The establishment of Hope Connection at 
Hope House providing a 24-hour emergency response system 
to the frail elderly. | The expansion of support groups at Hope 
House. | Expansion of children’s services at La Vida, Friendship 
Corner, World of Colors and El Mundo del Nino Child Care 
Centers. | The expansion of our group home and runaway 
shelter program at the Father English Community Center. 
| The expansion of our welfare-to-work (computer training 
program) at the Father English Center. | Initiated a summer 
immersion program for the youth participating at the Father 
English Community Center summer program allowing them to 
spend a week in rural Vermont participating in a community 
service activity there. | Opened our first group home for adults 
with disabilities in Sussex County. | Completed the renovation 
and expansion of our Gruenert Adult Center in Lake Hopatcong. 

Our Agencies and Their Outstanding Work
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The Executive leadership of Catholic Charities in 
New Jersey with Rev. Fred Kammer, SJ. (2nd from left)

community is method, and community is that life.  The chaos of 
the beginning days of arrival is slowly replaced by the peace 
and serenity of hope, new faith, new love.
              The longer you stay, the deeper the values become 
embedded in the person.  The future is dangerous, but those 
clouds of unknowing can be dispersed as the light shines down.  
Thus - health where once there was chaos. The community goes 
on forever.
Update on Current Programs: 12,566 individuals and group 
sessions were provided to our adult male and female residents. | 
173,400 varied services to resident in five halfway houses: 
individual and group counseling, NA/AA didactic sessions, job 
search, job coaching and mentoring. | 77,316 outpatient 
individual therapy sessions. | 612,336 meals delivered for senior 
citizens in 20 communities. |  At our Mt. Carmel Hospital, 9,563 
treatment sessions to detox patients and 26,061 nursing and 
medical care treatment visits with our residents and their children. 

Catholic Charities
Diocese of Paterson

Annual Report 2000
Total - $36,776,316

CATHOLIC CHARITIES SECRETARIAT AGENCY BUDGETS
Catholic Family and Community Services $10,529,389
Department for Persons with Disabilities $4,294,435
Father English Center $3,712,210
Hispanic Information Center $928,342
Hope House (Catholic Social Services) $2,101,433
Straight and Narrow $15,084,207
Parish Social Ministry and Secretariat Office $126,300

Combined Operating Budgets $36,776,316

Hispanic Information 
Center

3% Father English Center
10%

Department for Persons 
with Disabilities

12%

Catholic Family and 
Community Services

29%

Parish Social Ministry
0%

Straight and Narrow
40%

Hope House (Catholic 
Social Services)

6%

|Our Recycling Program made 13,256 trips to six communities.
| At our Medical Day Care Center, 8,686 outpatient services were 
provided to adults with AIDS; nursing and medical care on site, 
message therapy, group and individual counseling, linkages to 
housing and home health care, access to protease inhibitors, and 
pastoral care services. | Our Intoxicated Drivers Resource Center 
(IDRC) provided 68,085 hours of prevention education to 3,095 
offenders. |104,154 client visits to our two Methadone clinics. | 
16,397 pastoral counseling sessions to our adult residents. | For 
268 adolescent residents, 43,321 hours of classroom education, 
21,762 individual and group therapy sessions, 21,656 psychiatric 
and psychological evaluations, 10,828 NA/AA sessions, 4,331 
multi-family therapy sessions, 12,865 hours of recreation and 
physical activity, 2,165 after-care sessions and 2,165 hours of 
pastoral care. | For our DYFS/Work First Program:  26,785 hours 
of child care, 3,700 hours of clinical therapies, 2,443 hours of 
recovery education: parenting skills, life skills, health and 
nutrition, 3,641 hours of academic and vocational education and 
24,521 meals served.

The new Teen Center In Passaic

Our overall financial picture



therapeutic nursery.  This year, 490 sessions were provided.
Fix-It Program:  Where health and safety are a concern, 
low-income homeowners of Morris County are assisted with minor 
home repairs.  Home safety checks are routinely performed to 
identify potential hazards.  This year, 672 individuals received 
assistance.
Home Sharing Program: Home Sharing is a creative alternative 
facilitating matches between compatible home providers and home 
seekers assisting many unable to sustain the financial burden of 
living alone.  In 2000, 62 individuals were successfully matched.
Chore Program: With the emphasis on preventing premature 
institutionalization, low income seniors and persons with 
disabilities under a doctor’s care are assisted with light 
housekeeping, laundry and shopping.  More than 9,700 service 
hours were furnished to 290 individuals this year.
The AIDS Center:  Comprehensive services vary from case 
management, housing assistance, buddy/companionship and 
support services, transportation, emergency food pantry, and 
development of integrated service delivery plans by our bilingual 
staff.  Centralized AIDS specific services served 310 unduplicated 
clients and their families in 2000.
The Hope Connection:  Newly established this year, the Hope 
Connection started in August and provides frail elderly clients who 
live alone with an ongoing, 24-hour, at home personal emergency 
response system.  This critical service is needed for those at-risk 
to remain safely in their own homes.  Thirty low-income seniors 
were provided the service free of charge and 7 seniors at a 
discounted fee of $25.

              The PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  Department exists 
as a support and liaison for social ministry efforts in the parishes. 
Catholic Social Teaching and Tradition calls parishes to convene, 
serve, advocate, empower, and love our neighbors in need. This 
ministry encapsulates a broad range of helpful services and 
advocacy efforts. The parishes of the Diocese of Paterson have 
provided caring, direct services to thousands of individuals in need 
of help. Some of these parishes have also become very active in: 
advocating for the rights of others, and upholding the dignities of 
those persons threatened in our Diocese and around the world.
              The social service, justice, and advocacy efforts in the 
parishes, involved a variety of activities.  A number of suburban 
parishes conducted clothing and food drives to help our inner city 
parishes “feed the hungry and clothe the naked.”  St. Vincent’s, 
Madison, for example, collected clothing for St. Agnes, Paterson.  
St. Agnes also received hundreds of turkeys from parishes outside 
of Paterson, which were given to the poor for Thanksgiving.  St. 
Patrick’s, Chatham has developed a legislative advocacy 
committee.  St. Vincent de Paul, Stirling raised monies to help 
pay expensive pharmaceutical bills for a young immigrant child 
with severe health problems.  St. Joseph’s, Mendham runs a frozen 
dinner program to help feed the hungry in our Diocese.  A member 
of the Justice and Peace Committee of St. Mary’s, Pompton Lakes 
publishes a newsletter for the benefit of volunteers and 
professionals who work with the poor.  This parishioner provides 
quality educational materials that aide in helping the needs.  
Members of Corpus Christi, Chatham organized a party for the 
purpose of donating needed baby supplies to the young mothers 
of Birthright.  This organization gives non-judgemental support 
to girls and women who are distressed by an unplanned pregnancy.  
St. Margaret’s, Morristown has helped to develop a wonderful and 
much needed new ministry.  The ministry is called Wind of the 
Spirit, which is an immigrant resource center.  Volunteers help 
immigrants with issues such as housing, employment, language, 
education, computer skills, parenting, and rights and 
responsibilities.  These are just a few of the ways that parishioners 

and their parishes are living out their call to love of neighbor.
              The element of “solidarity” is strong in papal and U.S. 
Bishops’ teachings. In witness to this goal, many “partnerships” 
exist between inner city and suburban parishes. Parishes help one 
another in their ministry efforts to serve the “least among us”. To 
answer the call of “Global Solidarity”, helping relationships have 
been established between parishes at home and needy parishes 
outside the United States.
              There are “two feet” in the social justice tradition of the 
Catholic Church: (1) direct service and (2) advocacy. A 
well-grounded parish social justice ministry walks more upright 
and can take off running, if it has both feet of the Gospel call to 
Love of Neighbor, on the “ground”. One such parish is St. Agnes, 
located in downtown Paterson. St. Agnes has just begun an adult 
leadership project to benefit members of their community. The 
project will be involved in building self-esteem, leadership, 
parenting skills, and advocacy efforts, to better the community.
              
              Every human is a mystery to himself and for those who 
love that human.  That person is also a mystery, and more than 
that, each person is a confusing mystery.  Nothing in the health 
systems that keep the fragile body functioning matches the 
confusing, hectic mystery of a substance abuser.  STRAIGHT & 
NARROW, INC. has been dealing with this chaotic world of a 
person who is hooked on cocaine, heroin, alcohol, psychotherapy 
remedies, marijuana, and all the other possibilities that provide 
addiction its food for forty-six years.  In its work, the basic pivotal 
insight has been that community is the method that best heals the 
drug abuser.  That seems a sweeping statement.  But the statement 
is made with the confidence that comes from the years of Straight 
& Narrow’s daily experience.  The Straight & Narrow community 
is the environment in which the individual person, in company 
with fellow patients, learns, senses, and intuits the pathway to 
recovery.  That environment in which the patient lives for long 
lengths of time provides treatment (individual-group), work 
therapy, socialization, spirituality, and, thus amongst a community 
where every person is equal, recovery comes from the confluence 
of efforts, personal and as a group, that provide learning, remedies 
for personal negligence, medications, support for growth in coping 
with a past filled with fault, unfulfilled promises, self-hatred, 
mischievous anger, excuse-making, forgetfulness, and on and on.  
What does community, as we understand it, do for the addicted?  
It provides the daily flow of connection, of treatment, of work, of 
learning, all done in an atmosphere (the environment) where each 
step of progress is supported, corrected, challenged, confronted, 
teased, and yet there is nothing to hide, because each minute of 
the day brings new support, new understanding, and renewed 
confidence as each day sees the new accomplishment of knowing 
you are at the right spot at the right time.  Sarcasm doesn’t fluster.  
Teasing doesn’t embarrass.  Confrontation leaves you speechless, 
but you will find another day to adequately defend your opinion.
              There is loneliness. There is anger.  There is frustration.  
There is dishonesty.  There are stinging rebukes.  There are long 
moments in which concentration and focus exhaust your spirit.  
But, the environment is where all this takes place like the physical 
environment of light, heat, water, food - the environment lets you 
know we addicts are all equal, have made mistakes, need great 
supplies of energy, love hearing that we are loved, the lame walk, 
the slow speak, the dumb are smart, forgiveness is always there, 
the values are all shared, kindness is abundant, mercy is never 
ending - if I leave, there is profound regret, but I can return.  If I 
betray the trust and hope that are presented, I may be asked to 
leave but I can return.  I must leave so that I may not contaminate 
the environment.  I will not scandalize those who are willing to 
hold the children of the community tight and firm.  Thus, 
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to 42 teenagers.
COMMUNITY SERVICES:  Aging Services:  Senior residence 4,015 
days of service for 15 clients; escort services for 366 persons 
totaling 8,302 trips; 145 adult day care clients received 9,609 days 
of service; 26,347 congregate meals provided to 330 persons; 
31,367 meals on wheels delivered to 342 persons.  1,100 elderly 
persons in Passaic County received outreach and case management 
services; 64 residents in Paterson senior housing units received 
housekeeping services; 393 people received assisted 
transportation.  Legal Services:  275 families were provided with 
direct legal representation.  Legal consultations were given to a 
further 320 individuals.  Emergency Services:  3,682 people 
received 23,861 meals; 221 persons received rental assistance; 
322 people received assistance with their utility bills.  Marian AIDS 
Ministry:  1,130 residential days of care provided to 8 people.  St. 
Vincent Pallotti Center:  1,677 volunteer directories distributed; 
66 public presentations; 86 part-time and 8 full-time replacements 
completed. 
MIGRATION & REFUGEE SERVICES:  Italian Catholic Center:  Served 
a total case load of 1,065 including 107 new clients.  Migration & 
Refugee Department:  270 new refugees were resettled; 173 
refugee cases from 1999 continue to receive service.  Services to 
these clients include housing, school enrollment, transportation, 
health care, job development, job placement, ESL, citizenship, 
driver’s license, furniture and clothing.  Additionally 825 walk-in 
clients received help with various needs.  Citizenship Services:  
Assisted 655 persons with citizenship applications.

              The goal of the  DEPARTMENT FOR PERSONS 
WITH DISABILITIES  (DPD) is to provide the highest quality 
of life possible for people with mental retardation and other 
developmental disabilities.  Our belief is that each individual is a 
valuable gift from God, regardless of any disability. 
              During the calendar year 2000, the DPD worked on many 
large facility projects 
including the 
completion of the 
expanded Gruenert 
Center, our beautiful 
s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t 
employment center in 
Lake Hopatcong. Our 
new Wallace House 
Group Home in Sparta 
had major changes that 
added space to this lovely home.  Major exterior and interior 
renovations at Finnegan House were started.  Renovations at 
Murray House in Clifton included completely replacing three 
bathrooms. Our ninth group home, Calabrese House in Parsippany 
was completed.  
              Every individual served by the DPD has a comprehensive 
individualized service plan with measurable goals and objectives. 
This year saw the full implementation of a computerized data 
collection, monitoring and reporting system on the progress and 
the status of these individual goals and objectives.  
               Guided by Catholic Social Teaching and the values of 
our Church, the Department for Persons with Disabilities provides 
the highest quality of services in the field of developmental 
disabilities. Our residential programs include nine group homes 
and two supervised apartment programs, which provide many 

provides much needed office space and more comfortable 
accommodations to the staff at SCHS and the over 3,000 clients 

that we serve each year.  
Our Multi-Lingual 
Center has greatly 
increased its advocacy 
service to parents in the 
Paterson School District 
whose children have 
learning problems.  
Virginia Grossi now 
directs our Citizenship 
project.

              In Sussex County we were able to expand our space in 
Newton and after some minor renovations were able to double 
our capacity at our Adult Day Care Center there.  We were able to 
relocate our Newton nutrition site from the Newton First Aid Squad 
on Sussex Street to Christ Episcopal Church on Main Street in 
Newton providing more space and better facilities for that site.  
Our Sussex Transportation Service, though still small, has doubled.  
Assisted by the Prepare the Way Campaign, we purchased and 
renovated our Partnership for Social Services building in Franklin.

A summary of services and those served follows:
FAMILY & CHILDRENS' SERVICES: Adoption & Counseling 
Services:  Counseling case load of 45; 27 adoptions completed; 
751 individuals assisted with adoption, counseling information 
and/or referral services.  
Continued Adoptive Parents 
Support Group and our 
support group for parents 
adopting internationally.  523 
persons received services, 
e.g., food, shelter, utility bills, 
rental assistance, medicine, 
travel, job placements, 1240 
counseling sessions provided.  
Mount St. Joseph Children’s 
Center:  13,366 days of care 
and schooling provided to 75 
residential/day students.  
Friendship Corner:  737 
children received 64,961 days 
of day care service; 86 children received 10,146 days of service in 
our after-school programs; 72 children received 1,340 days of 
service in our summer program; 531 senior citizens received care 
management services through our bi-lingual outreach service in 
Paterson housing sites; 305 residents of Paterson Housing 
Authority sites received counseling and support services.  
Multi-Lingual Center:  45 clients received 2,130 hours of 
vocational services; 1,101 families received parent training and 
individual advocacy; 65 families received respite services; 550 
families received case management services.  Special Programs:  
HOPE VI program continued to provide a variety of self-
sufficiency services to 146 persons who were displaced from the 
Christopher Columbus housing.  Special Child Health Services/
Early Intervention Program provided case management and other 
services to 3,093 families.  Our SPAN Family Resource Specialist 
provided consultations at the state, county and local levels for 
706 families.  30 applications for NJ KidCare/FamilyCare were 
filed.  Teen Counseling/Probation Supervision provided services 
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The New Greunert Center in Lake Hopatcong

Rev. Thomas McGrath, Director of Adoption and 
Counseling Services with some friends.

MLC clients setting up work.



opportunities for fully integrated community living.  With the 
twenty-four hour caring guidance of the professional staff, each 
individual participates in all aspects of home life including 
preparation of meals, personal responsibilities and recreation.  An 
outreach program is offered to people who are institutionalized, 
which also provides guidance and support for their families.
              The Department for Persons with Disabilities has been 
fully accredited by the Council of Accreditation of Services for 
Families and Children, Inc. since 1986.   
OUR SERVICES for year ending June 2000:
Staff Training Programs:  Our staff-training program offers a wide 
variety of training programs for para-professionals who work in 

over 62 agencies in and around 
Passaic County. With training 
sites in Oak Ridge and Wyckoff, 
1,380 staff were successfully 
trained in areas of Preventing 
Abuse and Neglect, Medication 
Administration, Standard First 
Aid and Adult CPR.
Volunteer Programs: Our 
volunteer program, “People Need 
Friends” saw 98 volunteers 

spending over 2,203 hours. C.A.R.E (Catholic Adult Religious 
Education) is a valued service providing religious education for 
48 people with developmental disabilities.

              The spirit of Father Francis English, who was pastor of 
St. Boniface Parish until his death in 1974, lives on at the FATHER 
ENGLISH MULTI-PURPOSE COMMUNITY CENTER. 
Father English dreamed of a complex of buildings that would be a 
center for youth and families living in Paterson.  For over a quarter 
of a century that dream continues to be lived out each and every 
day by the people of the community who use one or more of the 
Center’s programs as a resource and for those who are on the staff 
of the Agency.  As an agency committed to serve the marginalized 
in our society, the Father English Multi-Purpose Community 
Center continues to provide quality, compassionate care as we 
strive to “make a difference” in the lives of the people we serve 
and to honor the 
dream of our beloved 
namesake.
A CHILD'S WORLD/EL 
MUNDO DEL NINO DAY 
CARE:  Begun in 1974, 
A Child’s World/El 
Mundo Del Nino Day 
Care continues to 
meet the changing 
needs of the working 
poor.  Through an 
ongoing collaboration 
with the Paterson Board of Education, this program serves as a 
qualified ABBOTT site.  This affiliation has resulted in an increase 
of revenue that has allowed for improved services to 140 children 
and their families for 245 service days.
A World of Colors/El Mundo De Colores Day Care:  Established 
in 1992, A World of Colors/El Mundo De Colores Day Care 
provides comprehensive child care services to the community of 
Passaic County.  As a qualifying ABBOTT site, in conjunction 

with the Paterson Board of Education, this program provided 
enhanced services to 160 children and their families for 245 service 
days.
A Child's Time/El Tiempo Del Nino:  Begun in 1986, A Child’s 
Time/El Tiempo Del Nino provides an all day kindergarten for 42 
children.  The children enrolled in the program come from 
primarily low-income families throughout Paterson and other 
Passaic County communities.
After School and Summer Camp Child Care Programs:  Since the 
program’s inception in 1974, the After School and Summer Camp 
Child Care Program was designed to reach out to “children at risk” 
also know as “latch-key” children.  This program combined to 
provide continuous service to approximately 160 children, ages 6 
to 11 years old for 245 days.
T.A.P/Teenage After School & Summer Child Care Program:  This 
quality T.A.P. after-school program was conceived as a safe, 
supervised environment where teens are trained to act as peer 
counselors with a goal toward becoming productive citizens.  Over 
the course of the past year, 40 teenagers have participated in this 
program. 
Child Care Food Programs:  Instituted in 1975, the on-site Child 
Care Food Program continues to provide nutritious meals to our       
pre-school and school age programs.  This year over 500 children 
received 161,313 meals.
Project Youth Haven Group Home & Runaway Shelter/St. Jude 
Residence:  Begun in 1974, this residential program for runaway, 
homeless and abused youths provides 24-hour care and counseling 
for up to 15 youths.  The Father English Multi-Purpose Community 
Center expanded its Youth Service Program this year with the 
opening of a second group home for teens in crisis.  The “Teen 
Center” located in the City of Passaic is licensed for 14 youths.  
Our Group Homes/Youth Shelters serviced 62 youths for 4,034 
service days.
Senior & Handicapped Transportation Program:  Established in 
1976, this program provides an invaluable service to the seniors 
and handicapped of Passaic County.  This year a fleet of 12 vehicles 
transported 1,632 clients for a total of 404,740 trips to doctor’s 
offices, hospital, nutrition sites, recreation sites and food stores.
Emergency Food and Clothing Program:  Begun in 1988, these 
pantries provide food, clothing, furniture and household items to 
persons in need.  Our emergency services programs processed a 
record 13,559 clients this year.  Over 194,000 items of food were 
distributed while 867 clients were assisted by our clothing 
boutique.
Care Management Program:  Working in conjunction with our 
pantries, this program began in 1988 to provide a program of work 
assistance along with computer training classes for those seeking 
employment.  Other services include referrals for detox programs, 
immigration concerns and a host of other crisis-centered needs.  A 
total of 590 adults have been served this past year.
Work Assistance/Computer Training Program:  Our Work 
Assistance and Computer Training Program continues to provide 
case management and employment assistance to the hard-core 
unemployed.  This year 93 students completed our Computer 
Training Courses.  We have also added a Home Health Aide 
Training Program for the benefit of our clients.

              As of July 1, 2000, THE HISPANIC INFORMATION 
CENTER OF PASSAIC became the newest Catholic Charities 
Agency in the Diocese.  The Center was founded in 1972 to 

identify, study and articulate the human service needs of the 
Hispanic community in the City of Passaic.  The Hispanic 
Information Center continues to develop and implement human 
service projects to help residents of Passaic maintain a level of 
decency in their lives.  The Center has a team of fully bi-lingual/bi-
cultural skilled professionals to meet the social needs of a 
population of nearly 70% Hispanic origin. 
Community Services:  This component strives to inform and assist 
low-moderate income clients with a variety of resources, which 
will help them to develop and maintain economic self-sufficiency 
such as job placement and referrals, apartment search and 
e m e r g e n c y 
assistance to 
persons facing 
eviction or utility 
shut-offs.  Its 
open-door policy 
allows people to 
visit and bring to 
the Center 
s i t u a t i o n s 
beyond their 
control for which 
Agency staff 
advocate on their 
behalf.  The number of Community Services clients served this 
year totals 4,039. Other Community Services include, for example, 
back to school bags for children, Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter food baskets, Christmas presents, on-site eye and blood 
pressure screenings.
              For 15 years our Homebound Program for the elderly 
has assisted clients in maintaining their stability and to avoid 
institutionalization.  At times our Agency intercedes with food, 
clothing, funeral and burial services.  The program has 
approximately 180 to 200 registered clients.  Despite our heavy 
schedule, our staff strives to organize at least one or two social 
events throughout the year.
Youth Program:  Since 1975 our Agency has offered youth 
counseling services to assist our local youth with behavior and 
learning difficulties in school and social adjustment in the street.  
We provide tutorial services that assist children with their 
schoolwork, educational workshops that offer sessions on 
compassion, loyalty, responsibility and anger management.  69 
children were served in the areas of Prevention (Behavior 
Modification), Reduced Drop-out Prevention (Tutoring), and 
Direct Service Parent Training Session (Family Intervention). 
Foster Care Program:  In 1985, The Hispanic Information Center 
was entrusted with the mission of structuring guidelines, recruiting 
and training private families to offer their homes as a haven for 
adolescents with a history of family neglect, or inability to care 
properly for their children.  This unit serves as an emergency and 
substitute placement for adolescents in crisis under custody of and 
referred by DYFS.  On average 26 children were served monthly.
Alcohol Program:  This program provides a 16 week outpatient 
treatment service.  It is the only Hispanic alcoholism treatment 
and referral service program in Passaic County which takes into 
consideration the cultural uniqueness of the Hispanic client.  We 
served over 90 people this year.
Breast Cancer and Prostate Cancer Prevention:  In affiliation with 
St. Joseph’s Hospital, a Cancer Screening Project for male and 

female persons was established. To date a total of 122 clients have 
been screened.
Domestic Violence Counseling:  In conjunction with the Passaic 
County Women’s Shelter, the Agency provides an in-house 
counselor for domestic and sexual assault victims, two days a week 
(Tuesdays and Thursdays).  129 referrals received service this year.
Preschool Project:  The Agency has received funding from the 
Hispanic Director’s Association to go throughout the community 
informing families of their rights to register their 3 and 4-year old 
children for the preschool program as required by the Abbott 
Decision.  Through the efforts of this program, 111 children have 
been successfully registered.
Quality of Life Program:  This year the Hispanic Information 
Center became part of a consortium of five local Passaic 
community-based organizations forming a partnership under the 
home name of Quality of Life Program.  This is a statewide project 
better known as the 21st Century Community Learning Center 
Program.  It consists of a giant after-school component within 
five local Passaic schools.  The project serves to encourage young 
students with constructive after-school activities as an alternative 
to the streets.  It offers tutoring, homework assistance, exercise 
classes, evening computer classes for adults and a variety of 
recreation activities.

              Established in 1971, HOPE HOUSE, a not-for-profit, 
multi-service agency, is one of the six Catholic Charities Agencies 
in the Diocese of Paterson.  Located in Dover, New Jersey, it serves 
individuals residing primarily in Morris and Sussex Counties 
providing professionally based social services, especially for those 
who are oppressed, powerless 
or otherwise disenfranchised.
              Hope House 
provides fair and just 
treatment for all individuals.  
Our services are delivered 
without regard to race, 
gender, personal belief or 
circumstances and are 
welcomed by the 
communities we serve.  Our 
style is warm and welcoming, 
reflecting personal attention 
and sensitivity.  
              Our programs have evolved to meet established 
community needs.  Annually, more than four thousand people are 
assisted by our various direct services and outreach programs.
Substance Abuse and Prevention Programs: Comprehensive adult 
and adolescent primary counseling and continuing care, support 
groups, prevention programs, substance abuse evaluations, DWI 
(Driving While Intoxicated) programs, and on-site Alcoholics 
Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous meetings are made 
available to families and individuals of all ages by our bilingual 
staff.  During 2000, 1,287 clients benefited from 2,816 sessions.
General/Family Counseling:  Therapy is offered by our bilingual 
staff to families, individuals and children with emotional, social, 
psychological and interpersonal problems. Licensed therapists 
offered 1,594 sessions to 270 clients during this time frame.
Bilingual Parenting Skills Program: A bilingual staff provides 
training for parents of children through their teens.  Programs 
include child play therapy, parenting education classes and a 
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Some of the children served by the many programs 
at the Father English Community Center

Volunteers play a critical role in most of the 
programs and services at Hope House

Young people at the Hispanic Information Center of Passaic 
enjoying fellowship at one of the HIC programs.

Bishop Rodimer during a recent visit
 to the Catholic Charities Department for 

Persons with Disabilities


