
Wellness Center to be Built at 
Straight and Narrow
On September 16th, Monsignor Mark Giordani’s
Retirement Mass was held at St. John’s Cathe-
dral, followed by a retirement celebration at
the Brownstone. In addition to his lifelong
service to the Church, St. John’s Cathedral 
and the City of Paterson, Monsignor Giordani
has also served the poor and those helped 
by Catholic Charities. 

“Through the years, Monsignor Giordani 
has been the heart and soul of Catholic 
Charities in Paterson. He has
assisted each of our agencies
in a special way. Whether it 
be celebrating a mass at the
Cathedral in honor of our 
Veterans, conducting last rites
for one of our individuals with
developmental disabilities, or
being there to listen to some-
one who is struggling with 
addiction; Monsignor Giordani
has been a messenger of
Christ,” said Scott Milliken,
Chief Executive Officer of
Catholic Charities. 

At the Retirement Celebration, Monsignor
Herbert Tillyer, Board President of Catholic
Charities and Pastor of St. Peter the Apostle
Parish, Parsipanny, made a special presentation
in honor of Monsignor Giordani. 

Monsignor Tillyer noted that behind him stood
a “special surprise” which was underneath a
sheet with the Catholic Charities logo.
“Tonight is our chance to collectively thank
you,” Monsignor Tillyer said. “It all starts with

Father Mark’s Family; we know they
have been a great source of love
and inspiration to him.  On behalf of
your family, in recognition of your
almost 50 years of priestly ministry,
and to acknowledge the lasting 
impact you have made on the city
of Paterson, the Moglia Family
Foundation has made a very gener-
ous pledge to Catholic Charities.
This gift, will renovate and expand
Straight and Narrow. Our four story
facility, on Straight Street in Paterson,
will be renamed the Monsignor
Mark Giordani Center for Rehabilita-

tion.” As Monsignor Tillyer addressed a tearful
Monsignor Giordani and the delighted audi-

ence, Dr. Sam Pirozzi, Director 
of Straight and Narrow and Scott
Milliken unveiled the rendition
of the new building.  

This pledge, from the Moglia 
Family Foundation is the largest
individual gift that Catholic
Charities has ever received.  

The funds will be used towards
Straight & Narrow to renovate
an interior space at 380 Straight
Street. The purpose of the 
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Dear Catholic Charities Friends, Volunteers 
and Supporters, 

I am happy that you are reading our
1st newsletter that will be sent out
each month to inform you of the 
wonderful happenings at Catholic
Charities. We are proud of the work 
we do; each day we help thousands of
people in need including the poor, the
sick, those struggling with addiction,
veterans, senior citizens, individuals
with intellectual and developmental
disabilities and so many more. We 
help based on need, not creed and 
the work we do is immense here in 
our great Diocese.  

We would like to thank you for all 
you do, whether it be for one of our
programs or for Catholic Charities as a
whole. We are blessed to have devoted volunteers and
people who give to our important ministry. The work
we do each day wouldn't be possible without you! 

Today, I am happy to announce that we are consolidating
the management of the Human Resource function at
Catholic Charities agencies into one department for all
three agencies. This is a significant change to how

things were operated in the past. This will allow us to
better streamline the HR process at every level to make

the many tasks of HR run seamlessly and
more efficiently. I am happy to announce
the new HR team:  Hope Eder will be the
Director of HR; Reina Rivas will be the
Assistant Director of HR; Erick Veras will
be our HR Generalist; Desiree Garcia 
will be the Jr. Generalist; and Laura 
McGowan will be our new Recruiter.  

The newly formed HR team will have
their main office at 775 Valley Road in
Clifton. There will be three HR Assistants,
Joan Zymroz, Ana Calderon and Daniela
Pastor located at each of our agencies,
DPD, CFCS and S&N offices respectively. 

God bless our new HR Department! 

Sincerely,

Scott P. Milliken
Chief Executive Officer
Catholic Charties, Diocese of Paterson

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

LETTER FROM THE CEO

Hope Eder
Director of HR
(973) 557-9217

Reina Rivas
Asst Director of HR
(973) 557-9227

Erick Veras
HR Generalist
(973) 557-9246

Desiree Garcia
Jr. Generalist
(973) 847-9037

Laura McGowan
Recruiter
(973) 847-9025

M
E

E
T OUR

TEAM

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson helps 
thousands of people each day. Your support allows 
us to provide help and create hope for those in need
throughout our community. 

There are many ways that you can make a 
lasting impact:

• Make a 1-time tax-deductible contribution

• Make a memorial or in honor of donation to
support someone you love

• Attend, sponsor or donate to our 
November 3rd Caritas Gala:  ccpaterson.org/caritas

• Participate in iGiveCatholic on 
Giving Tuesday:  iGiveCatholic.org

• Remember us in your will

• Transfer stock

• Donate food to any of our food pantries

• Give clothing

• Donate your car

• And always, keep the Catholic Charities
Family in your prayer intentions. 
We will pray for you! 
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renovation is to design and build a safe, secure, warm and inviting
recovery wellness center for individuals in all stages of their recovery.
The Monsignor Mark Giordani Center for Rehabilitation will make a
lasting impact in the community for years to come. 

“We strive to create a caring environment that will offer compassion-
ate care and reduce the discomfort and anxiety associated with 
recovery from substance use and mental health disorders. The 
wellness center will allow individuals to utilize the methods learned
in treatment to rebuild their lives. 

The center’s design will create a facility that challenges the conven-
tional perceptions regarding behavioral health care at an urban
drug and alcohol rehabilitation program. It will be bright, open and
inviting, with symbolism that speaks of movement —   a metaphor
for transitioning through the healing process,” said Dr. Pirozzi. “ The
diocesan Development Office is always happy to assist parishioners
in achieving their personal philanthropic goals, and it was a genuine
pleasure to work with the representative of the Moglia Family 
Foundation to make this extraordinary gift possible. 

It is an amazing tribute to Monsignor Giordani and a great blessing
to Catholic Charities and the people served at Straight and Narrow,”
said Tim Potter, Catholic Charities
Board Member and Diocesan 
Development Director.     

I want to thank the Moglia Family
Foundation for recognizing 
Monsignor Giordani in such a
wonderful way. Monsignor Gior-
dani has had such a huge impact
on the city of Paterson, and so
this building named in his honor
is a fitting tribute to his years of 
pastoral ministry and service 
to the Church of Paterson. I also want to thank the diocesan Office 
of Development in working so effectively with the Foundation on
behalf of Catholic Charities. This ongoing collaboration between 
the Diocese and Catholic Charities is a blessing to the thousands of 
people served by the Church each year,” added Bishop Serratelli. 

Monsignor Mark Giordani Retires - Cont’d

Help grant our wishes!  You can make a 
donation towards an individual program
for a needed purchase. Call our Development
Office at (973) 944-5992 or visit 
ccpaterson.org to support Catholic 
Charities important ministry. 

Food Pantries
Diapers, Laundry Detergent and Personal
Hygiene Products are all in great need
Contribution of your choice 

Men's Residential Unit
Straight and Narrow
Personal Hygeine Basket
$50 (per basket)

Veterans Program
Walmart or Shoprite Gift Cards for 
Veterans in need
$100 Each

El Mundo De Colores
Early Learning Program
Large Capacity Coffee Pot
$100

Mommy and Me Program 
Straight and Narrow
Welcome Kits for new babies 
$150 (per kit)

Department for Persons with Disabilities
Broadway Show or Pro Sports Game
$200 Each (for 1 staff and 1 resident)

Father English Community Center
Leaf Blower and Weed Wacker 
$300

Support Coordination, DPD
Funds for individuals with disabilities 
to take college courses
(Sussex Community College LACE Program)
$300 per student 

Gruenert Center, DPD
Video Camera 
$500

Gruenert Center, DPD
Television for Ceramics Area
$500

Barnet House, DPD
Patio Set
$1,000

Catholic Adult Religious Education, DPD
Picture Bibles for adults of all abilities
$1,000

Murray House, DPD
Couch and a love seat
$2,000

Department for Persons with 
Disabilities, Nursing
2 Phillips HeartStart On-Site AED Machines
$2,600

El Mundo del Nino
Early Learning Program
Outdoor Classroom
$3,000

Straight and Narrow
10 iPad Tablets to prepare clients for 
high school equivalency test
$6,000 or $600 each

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
CONTINUED...

COVER STORY CONTINUED...

our 
wish
list

Page 3



www.ccpaterson.org

The Department for Persons with
Disabilities Fight for the Right
Community Service Group
proudly gathers together to 
give back to those in need.

The group is led by people with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities and monthly pick 
a different charitable cause to
show their support and love for.

Throughout the last 5 years the group has given back
to veterans, children battling illness, law enforcement,
animal shelters and sanctuaries, expectant mothers
and many other worthwhile causes. 

People Need Friends volunteers Anna Philhower and
Jenn Minervino kindly donate their time to help this
group make a difference in the lives of countless others.

The Fight for the Right Group recently gathered together
to begin to put together gift baskets for 4 families that
are moving into homes in Mine Hill, built by Habitat for
Humanity. The group signed and decorated cards to 
include in the basket.

God bless the Fight for the Right Group and 
all who they help!

PROVIDING HELP - VOLUNTEER NEWS

For I know the plans

I have for you,” 

declares the LORD,

“plans to prosper

you and not to 

harm you, plans 

to give you hope 

and a future. 

Jeremiah 29:11

DPD Volunteers Make a Difference
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As a way of remembering those who we lost on, and those who responded
to the September 11th attacks, many have responded by joining in a 
National Day of Service and Remembrance.

Students and staff from William Paterson University, Montclair State University
and the College of Saint Elizabeth joined forces by helping the Father English
Food Pantry and Garden in Paterson. Students harvested 6 large bushels of
fresh vegetables, weeded beds, trimmed and raked the garden, prepared
beds for the fall and helped out inside the Center.

Later, numerous volunteers from AmeriCorps worked at 
the Friendship Corner II Early Childhood Program. Recent 
emergency repairs would have delayed the opening of school,
but with the extra help, a great deal was accomplished in a 
short time. School opened on schedule.

Our community is filled with caring, generous people who 
are willing to work hard to make the lives of others better. 
And just think, this was replicated around our country. 
Good does overcome evil.

Be a Friend to Someone in Need

Catholic Charities has over 300 volunteers who give
back to the many people we serve. We have individuals
who volunteer one on one with people who have 
intellectual and developmental disabilities, pet therapy
volunteers, those who help senior citizens, youth vol-
unteers, music therapy volunteers, individuals who
help with our fundraising events, a volunteer board 
of trustees, those who help people who are struggling
with addiction and countless other people who help 
in various ways. If you, a friend or a loved one would
like to volunteer please contact one of our volunteer
departments today!

Department for Persons with Disabilities
People Need Friends 
Patricia Barrett, MA
Director of Pastoral Care
patriciabarrett@dpd.org
dpd.org/volunteer  or  (973) 406-1103

Catholic Family and Community Services
Sister Maureen Sullivan, SC
Director of Ministry Services and Volunteers
(973) 279-7100  ext 2203
msullivan@catholicharities.org 

Straight and Narrow
Reina Rivas
Reina@ccpaterson.org
(973) 557-9927

National Day of Service



September 4th marked the beginning 
of what hopes to be a happy and most 
productive school year for the Children 
of El Mundo de Colores.

New and returning parents were welcomed
into the program for their annual Meet and
Greet. The transition from home to school
marks a big step in lives of our students, 
as well as our parents. This informal orienta-
tion, and information sharing, helps to 
prepare parents and students before the
first day of school, and for the many days
that follow. To everyone who made time to attend Back to School
Night, thank you. Research continues to emphasize the importance

of forging a shared partnership between the
school community, and the student’s home.
The success of a child’s early learning years 
depends on it. Our first parent meeting,
Parental Engagement, introduced this most 
important component to the many new faces
who attended. As we begin our 27th year of
providing high quality educational instruction
and care we at El Mundo de Colores are 
grateful for the support of so many. Here’s 
to another memorable and successful year.

The staff, faculty and 
family of El Mundo de Colores would like
to wish everyone a happy fall season! 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Paterson 
is proud to give back to those who have
served our country. 

Catholic Charities Veterans Services
(SSVF) helps prevent Veteran homeless-
ness throughout 7 counties, operates
numerous Veterans Clothing Closets
and offers support to help our Veterans
get back on their feet. 

SSVF, along with Partners in Prevention,
hosted a Veterans’ Suicide Awareness Training on October 10th at
the Hank Gallo Center in Jersey City. The training was from the VA,
the Vet Center and the Red Cross. It covered how to identify the
signs and symptoms of a veteran in need and presented resources
to assist and provide support to veterans and loved ones.   

SSFV also attended the 2018 NJ Veterans Stand Down Event in
Newark on October 13th. Veteran Stand Downs are events providing
supplies and services to homeless Veterans, such as food, shelter,
clothing, health screenings and VA Social Security benefits counseling.
They are collaborative events, coordinated between local VA Medical
Centers, other government agencies and community-based 
homeless service providers.

Catholic Charities Veteran Services
also recently received a $3000 
donation from the American Legion
Riders Post 174, for the SOSVETS
Veterans Unmet Needs Fund. God
bless those who have served our
country, and those like the Ameri-
can Legion Riders, who give back 
to our important ministry! 

Rock & Roll Hall of Famer's 
performance gifted by the 
Love More for Julius Foundation

Thank you to the Love More for
Julius Foundation and Ricky Byrd
for their support of Straight 
and Narrow.

On October 6th, Catholic Charities
hosted 2 interactive shows, led 
by Mr. Byrd, one for men and the
second for women clients at
Straight and Narrow.   

Ricky Byrd is a Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame inductee, as a member of Joan Jett and the Blackhearts
and has an impressive musical career spanning decades. He has
devoted his life to helping others in recovery.

The Love More for Julius Foundation is a 501c3 nonprofit organization
created in loving memory of Julius Trombino. They use music as a
creative outlet in the hopes to prevent drug use and aid in the 
recovery process as a therapy.

The Love More for Julius Foundation 
generously gifted Mr. Byrd's performance in
memory of Julius who was musical a prodigy.

To learn more about the Love More for 
Julius Foundation, please visit:
www.lovemoreforjulius.org

To learn more about Ricky Byrd's 
Clean Getaway please visit:
www.cleangetaway.nyc 

Providing Help and Creating Hope for Children in Need

Catholic Charities Veterans Services Help Those Who've Served

CREATING HOPE - PROGRAM NEWS

Ricky Byrd Page 5

Ricky Byrd's Clean Getaway

Julius Trombino
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Straight and Narrow Hosts Groundbreaking Tele-Health 
Conference at William Paterson University

On September 28th and 29th Straight and Narrow
Catholic Charities held a tele-behavioral health training
at William Paterson University in Wayne. This two day
conference was the first of its kind ever hosted by
Catholic Charities. The conference packed one of the
Universities' largest conference rooms.  

The training was held in conjunction with United 
for Prevention in Passaic County. The presenter was 
Dr. Marlene Maheu, the Executive Director of the Tele-
behavioral Heath Institute based out of San Diego.   

"We led a two day 15 hour professional training that led
to a certificate in tele-behavioral health. This training
helped clinicians better connect to people in need
through different types of technologies. It was a 
pleasure to come out to speak to this attentive crowd,
including those who work at Catholic Charities," 
said Dr. Maheu.  

Page 6

Left to right:  Father William Naughton; Sherrine Schuldt, William 
Paterson University;  Angela Nikolovski; Reina Rivas; Dr. Marlene M .
Maheu Presenter and Executive Director, Tele-behavioral Heath 
Institute; E Dr. Sam Pirozzi; Fr. Edward Reading; Daniela Pastor; 
Maria Vuoncino; Desiree Garcia.

Grunert Center Special Needs, based 
out of Lake Hopatcong, offers specialized 
Day-Habilitation and Pre-Vocational 
activities daily for individuals with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities. 
At Gruenert Center Special Needs, each
person is given the opportunity to thrive
and become more independent in a safe
and loving environment. There is a 1 staff to 3 person ratio in this program. 

The Special Needs Group recently spent the day at Alstede Farms in Chester. While there,
the group enjoyed a hayride (wheelchair accessible), pet farm animals, picked pumpkins

and enjoyed eating lunch outside. Back at the program, we painted our pumpkins, made applesauce with fresh 
apples , and enjoyed the donuts and cider as well. We would like to thank Alstede Farms and all of our community
partners who provide accessible accommodations for the people we serve.   

Alstede Farms Hosts Gruenert Center

On September 27th individuals from Catholic Charities, Senior Day Programs hosted
an African Cultural Event in Paterson.  The seniors planned and organized the event,
in which they taught others about African culture including customs, history, music
and food.   

Our Senior Day Program is a free program that serves
over 300 seniors, 62 years old or older that reside in 
Paterson. The overall goal is to create a safe haven
where seniors can enjoy social experiences while aging
in place. The Senior Activities Program provides the 
seniors the opportunity for physical and social develop-
ment while creating new bonds for social support.

Senior Day Program Celebrates African Culture

The fruit of love 

is service. The fruit

of service is peace.

And peace begins

with a smile." 

Saint Teresa 
of Calcutta
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Straight and Narrow’s IDRC helps approximately 
250 individuals per month. 

Recently “Jane” came into our program. We found that she needed
additional support and we referred her to St. Joseph’s Hospital in
Paterson. Upon her release, Jane
entered an outpatient program
near her home.   

Three weeks later she attended the
IDRC again. Jane needed more help
so a family member picked her up
and she was referred for further
treatment.   With Catholic Charities
guidance, love and patience, we
were able to connect her to a 28
day inpatient program, which 
she agreed to enter.   

Six months later, we received an email from Jane telling us that she
had successfully completed her treatment and we were thrilled.
Six months after that, we received another email thanking us for
her one year of sobriety. A few days ago, we received another
email with an attached photograph of Jane holding a gift from

God, a precious newborn daughter! Mom is
nearly 2 years sober and the baby is perfect. 

Jane has an extensive history of attending
various treatment centers, and sadly many
have turned their back on her; but not us; not
Straight and Narrow; not Catholic Charities! 

Please keep Jane, her beautiful daughter,
and all of those in recovery in your prayers. 

IDRC Saves Lives

DPD Support Coordination Supervisors, Kris Bulas and Tascha
Spagna were recently approached by Lisa Ford, Director of the Arc
of NJ’s Family Institute, to participate in the ARC’s statewide podcast.

This podcast is part of a greater effort to connect families in need
with resources for their loved ones with special needs. 

Lisa inquired about DPD, Support Coordination’s success and
growth, among several other discussion points. The ARC of NJ
Family Institute focuses on helping “families find the tools and 
resources they need to navigate the system of care.”

Catholic Charities, DPD 
Support Coordination now 
serves over 200 individuals 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities throughout Sussex County.

The podcast can be listened to on the ARC of NJ’s website, at:
http://teninten.libsyn.com/departmentfor-persons-with-disabili-
ties-dpd-diocese-of-paterson. 

Thank you to Daniel Craig, from the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 192,
Wayne. Daniel recently completed
his Eagle Scout project at our 
Murray House in Clifton. 

Daniel learned about the Depart-
ment for Persons with Disabilities
services, identified a need, put 
together a proposal, individually
raised funds to support his project
and constructed a new storage 
shed at our Murray House in Clifton.  

Murray House makes a difference in the lives of 5 individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

"Thank you to all of my friends and family who volunteered to build a
new shed at Murray House. I would especially like to thank Mr. Benson

and Mr. Terranova who helped work on this project. In addition, 
I would like to thank Will Downing and the volunteers from Al's Shed
World in Florham Park who made this project possible. Special thanks
also goes out to anyone who donated to this project, including the
Parish Family of St. Clare's in Clifton. I hope that the Murray House 
enjoys this shed for many years to come," Daniel said. 

We appreciate Daniel's
kindness and hard work,
and for following in 
the footsteps of past
Scouts who have been so
thoughtful and generous
to Catholic Charities! 

DPD Support Coordination Appears on Podcast

Service and Scouting

PODCAST

of New Jersery
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Oct. 23
Medication Drop Off Press Conference
Straight and Narrow, Paterson

Oct. 26
William Paterson Volunteers 
Latinx Heritage Celebration
Father English Community 
Center, Paterson

Oct. 27
National Prescription Drug Take Back Day
Projectmedicinedrop.com 

Oct. 31
Morris County Veteran Stakeholders Meeting
Morris County Department of Human Services,
Morris Plains 

Nov. 1
Homecare 101: For Veterans and 
Their Spouses/Widows
Wayne Public Library, Wayne

Nov. 3
Catholic Charities Caritas Gala
Birchwood Manor, Whippany 

Nov. 10
St. Paul’s Inside the Walls Young 
Adult Volunteers at Food Pantry 
Father English Community 
Center, Paterson

Nov. 11
Veterans Day Memorial Mass – Celebrant:
Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, Paterson

Nov. 17
Respect Life Mass – Celebrant: 
Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, Paterson 

Nov. 17
Youth Volunteers at Food Pantry from 
Our Lady Of Pompeii 
Father English Community Ctr, Paterson

Nov. 18
46th Annual Christmas Concert 
featuring Karen Lordi
Assumption Parish, Morristown

Dec. 2
Diocesan Christmas Concert
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, Paterson

Feb. 17, 2019
49th Annual Murray House Dinner Dance 
The Brownstone, Paterson 

March 30, 2019
Veterans Stakeholders Breakfast
The Brownstone, Paterson

April 7, 2019
Murray House Beefsteak and Silent Auction
The Brownstone, Paterson 

June 24, 2019
Wiegand Farm Golf Classic  
Crystal Springs Resort, Hamburg 


